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Introduction
The Year 6 Transition Booklet

This booklet has been carefully put together in order to provide families of children moving
into Year 7 with as much information and advice as possible so that the transition from
primary to secondary education is as smooth and stress-free as it can be.

Chronological layout

The booklet has been put together in a very specific way so that you can move through the
pages in a chronological manner; the information at the front of the booklet is information
you will need now, moving through the pages towards information you will need for
September.



Welcome from the head teacher

| am very pleased to welcome you to the
Bridgwater College Academy. Our
Parent/Carer information pack aims to offer
you a wealth of information about our
vision for the future and the many
successes and achievements of our
students. Within this handbook you will also
be provided with much practical
information, ensuring that your decision to
join Bridgwater College Academy is an
informed choice.

At Bridgwater College Academy we have an
exceptional team of dedicated staff who
provide our students with an inspiring and
supportive learning environment. As
teachers and teaching support staff, our core purpose is to ensure that every student is
challenged to realise their full potential and encouraged to be aspirational in their choices for
the future.

As an academy we have high expectations for your child; we will support them to work hard,
develop resilience, perform academically and flourish into young people who are fully
equipped for the next stage in their learning journey, further education or the world of work.

At Bridgwater College Academy, as Somerset’s only all through academy, our school is
special. Our students are supported within a safe and consistent environment which allows
all our students to thrive. We know all of our students very well and take pride in developing
positive relationships with our families to ensure that the messages we communicate around
behaviour, attendance, academic and extra-curricular achievement are supported through
this partnership.

Bridgwater College Academy students are smart, polite, hardworking and considerate of
others; we are immensely proud of each and every one of them.

| hope that this pack provides you with some understanding of what life at Bridgwater
College Academy is like. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to

contact us.

Zoe Stucki
="

Headteacher



General Information

Headteacher: Mrs Zoe Stucki
Senior Deputy Headteacher (Secondary) Miss Nikki Doughty
Senior Deputy Headteacher (Primary) Miss Sam Finch

Academy Leader KS3

Mrs Sheila Baker

Academy Leader Achievement & Standards Secondary: Mr Dan Neal
Academy Leader Curriculum, Teaching & Learning: Mr Peter Foster
Assistant Headteacher Achievement & Standards Primary: Miss Marie Marchant
Assistant Headteacher English, Reading and Literacy Secondary: ~ Mrs Jennifer Jones
Assistant Headteacher Phonics & Yr 1/2: Miss Laura Dibble

Assistant Headteacher Personal Development

& Parental Engagement:
Academy Contact Details:

Address:

Telephone:
Main office email:
Academy website:

Social Media Details:

Mrs Helen Stone

Bridgwater College Academy
Parkway

Bridgwater

Somerset

TA6 4QY

01278 727327

office@bridgwatercollegeacademy.org

http://www.bridgwatercollegeacademy.org/

https://www.facebook.com/bridgwater.colacademy

Local Authority Admissions Pupil admissions and 0300 123 2224

Team transfers

Helpline for Parents Exclusions, behaviour, 0300 790 6275.
attendance

Down to Earth Parenting
Advice

Impartial advice for parents | Text Shout to 85258.
and carers
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Term Dates 2021-22

Bridgwater College Academy
Terms and Holidays
2021/2022 Academic Year

ACADEMY
September 2021 October 2021 November 2021
M 6 13 20 27| m 4 11 18 25 M M s 15 22 29
Tu 7 14 21 28 Tu S 12 19 26 Tu 2 9 16 23 30
w 3N 8 15 22 29} W 6 13 20 27 w 3 10 17 24
Th e 9 16 23 303 Th 7 14 21 28 Th 4 11 18 25
F 3 10 17 24 F 1 8 15 22 29 F S 12 19 26
Sa 4 11 18 25 Sa 2 9 16 23 30 Sa 6 13 20 27
Su 5 12 19 26 Su 3 10 17 24 31 Su 7 14 21 28
December 2021 January 2022 February 2022
M 6 13 20 M 10 17 24 31 M 7 14 B8 28
Tu 7 14 21 Tu 4 11 18 25 Tu 1 8 15 e
w 1 8 1I B2 g w 3 12 19 26 w 2 9 16 123
Th 2 9 16 23 30 Th 6 13 20 27 Th 3 10 17 24
F 3 10 17 B2eal F 7 14 21 28 F 4 11 18 25
Sa 4 11 18 25 Sa 1 8 15 22 29 sa S 12 19 26
Su S5 12 19 26 Su 2 9 16 23 30 Su 6 13 20 27
March 2022 April 2022 May 2022
M 7 14 21 28| m 4 11l 2>s]m 9 16 23
Tu 1 8 15 22 29|Tu 5 12 19 26| Tu 3 10 17 24 31
w 2 9 16 23 30| W 6 13 20 27| W 4 12 18 35
Th 3 10 17 24 31 §Th 7 14 21 28 Th g 12 19 26
F 4 11 18 25 F 1 8 e 292 F 6 13 20 27
Sa S 12 19 26 Sa 2 9 16 23 30 Sa 7 14 21 28
Su
June 2022 July 2022 August 2022
M 6 13 20 27 M 4 11 18 25 M 1 8 15 22
Tu 7 14 2 28 Tu S 12 19 26 Tu 2 9 16 23 30
w 1 8 15 22 29 w 6 13 20 27 w 3 10 17 24 31
Th 2 9 16 23 30 Th 7 14 21 28 Th 4 11 18 25
F 3 10 17 24 F 1 8 15 22 &8 F S 12 19 26
Sa 4 11 18 25 Sa 2 9 16 23 30 Sa 6 13 20 27
Su u
Key: Term dates summary:
Disaggregated inset
open to students Term 1: 01 September — 15 October 2021 (31 days)
Term 2: 01 November — 17 December 2021 (34 days)
School holiday Term 3: 04 January - 18 February 2022 (34 days)
Term 4: 28 February — 08 April 2022 (30 days)
- Bank holiday Term S: 25 April — 27 May 2022 (24 days)
Term 6: 06 June — 26 July 2022 (37 days)
Voo G TOTAL= 190

- Inset Day
Bank and public holidays 2021/2022
Christmas Day Bank Holiday 27 December 2021 Easter Monday 18 April 2022

Boxing Day Bank Holiday 28 December 2021 May Day Bank Holiday 02 May 2022
New Year's Day Holiday 03 January 2022 30 May 2022
Good Friday

Anticipated start date for the 2022/2023 academic year: TBA

The local authority will consult on prospective dates for the 2022/2023 academic year and the finalised
dates will be published by BCA as soon as possible in the 2021/2022 academic year




Coming to school in September

Travelling to and arriving at school site

If your child is walking to school in September, please ensure they do not walk in large groups and
they maintain social distancing, if this is still required in September.

If your child uses any form of public or school transport, please ensure they follow the government
guidelines on the use of face masks. Face masks should be removed before entering the BCA site and
placed in a plastic bag inside their school bag.

If students wish to wear a face mask in school, they may do this.

On arrival to school all students should proceed directly to their allocated entrance where they
should line up.

Year 7 are required to enter the school via the Polden Campus English corridor, the doors will open
at 8.20am.

The Year 7 entrance point is indicated on the map below with a star.

Bridgwater College
Academy A Block site

ACADEMY




Chevalley Building

meeting rooms

—

Year 7 and 8 playground

A Block: Dance Studio

il

Car Park

Disabled Parking

Bridgwater College
Academy:
Chevalley Site

BRIDGWATER

ACADEMY

Morning routine

Year 7 will walk from their entrance to the main playground where they will line up in their tutor
groups. Below is an overview of our tutor programme from September.

Tutor time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
2021 - 2022
Year 7 Assembly Quizzing, Notices, Current Reflection & Goals. Personal
Uniform & Standards | Affairs / Quizzing during Development
Check Student Voice | monitoring of:
Activities Behaviour,
Achievement,
Attendance, H/W

For the first days of school in September we will be running an extended tutor and transition
programme for year 7 so they can get to know their new school environment and the BCA
expectations.

Catering

Please note that we operate a cashless canteen and all monies will need to be added to accounts
online, please see below for details of how to do this.

| don’t yet have a SCOPAY.com account:

Visit www.scopay.com or download the SCOPAY mobile app and Register as a New User. Follow the
instructions on the screen to enter your details and add the unique online link code/QR code when
prompted. If you need assistance creating your account, there are help guides on the login page. If
you have received a letter for any other children at this school, refer to the next paragraph to link
them to this account.




| already have a SCOPAY.com account for another child:

Log on to your existing account using your username (email address) and password. Select Your Info
then Link Accounts. Their name will then appear in the dropdown on the right hand side of the
screen.

Note: You only need your online link code when registering. It is no longer needed once your
account has been activated.

If you have a question regarding your SCOPAY account, see the SCOPAY Parent Information Page at
help.scopay.com. This page includes information regarding the SCOPAY mobile app, setting up
Parental Alerts and FAQs to help with your queries.

Social Time

Year groups all have staggered break and lunchtime and have designated areas for eating and
playing. We require all students to remain in their designated area when eating before they take
time for social activities. Food cannot be consumed outside of these areas.

At the end of break and lunchtime Year 7 will return to line up to enable a calm entry to lessons and
control the number of students moving through the corridors.

Uniform

Students are required to wear uniform as per our policy from September. Students and parents have
requested to continue to wear PE kit the days they have PE. This should be worn with their blazer on
top as shown below. Students should bring their uniform into school, in their school bag on PE days
in case they get wet during their PE lesson. As the weather becomes colder, please note that plain
blue or black base layer top and leggings may be worn. The base layer legging must be worn under
shorts or skorts. In addition, an academy tracksuit or PE sweatshirt can be purchased from Jual.

For more information on our uniform please visit our website:
http://www.bridgwatercollegeacademy.org/Parents/Uniform/

Leaving site

When leaving school, we will have different exit points for different classrooms. Students should
leave site immediately, to allow us to prepare for the Primary phase to exit.
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Timetable
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Tr=Transition
Please do get in touch if you have any questions or queries via the school email address.

Communication

We want to make sure you are able to communicate with us in the best way possible for you.
Good communication between home and school is vital to ensure the success of your child’s
education. With this in mind, we have included some information about how to
communicate with the school and which members of staff to direct your message to.

In the first instance, if you want to communicate with us, ask a question or raise a concern,
this should be done through reception by telephone or email. You can email reception at
office@bridgwatercollegeacademy.org. If you know who you would like to address your
message to, please make this clear. If you are unsure who to address your message to, do
not worry; reception will direct it to the right person. It is important that messages, including
guestions or concerns, be addressed to the right member of staff. A guide to which member
of staff to contact can be found in the box below. We aim to respond to these messages
within forty-eight hours.

To whom should my query or concern be addressed?

1. If your query is about a general aspect of school life, contact reception and they will
respond to it or pass it on where necessary.

2. If your query is about a specific aspect of your child’s education, it should be directed to
your child’s class teacher (primary), their subject teacher (secondary — if the query is subject
specific), or the tutor (secondary).

3. If the query is unresolved, it can then be directed to a Phase Leader (primary), Head of
Year (secondary) or Subject Leader (secondary). These members of staff have emails
available on the school website, which can be accessed directly.
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4. If the query remains unresolved, it can then be directed to a member of the Academy
Leadership Team.

5. If the query remains unresolved, it can then be directed to the Head teacher.

It is unlikely you will need to use all of these steps but it is important communication follows
this graduated process because leaders, particularly the Head Teacher, do not have capacity
to respond to every question.

To support your ability to communicate with us in a simple and straightforward manner,
leaders across the Academy now have their names and emails on the website
(http://www.bridgwatercollegeacademy.org/Staff-Contacts/ ). It is hoped this helps you to

contact members of staff in a way, which works for you, and to aid the quick response to
messages and questions you may have. When emailing members of staff, please do continue
to follow the steps above to ensure your message is directed to the right person.

Academy Uniform

Our uniform supplier for our branded items is Jual Branded Clothing & Promotions Ltd
(www.jual.co.uk) who also supply skirts, trousers and our PE kit branded items. An order
form and price list can be viewed and ordered online from the Jual website. Orders can be
made by telephoning 01278 661199 or by emailing: sales@jual.co.uk . The new order form
can also be found on our website.

Please note that all students will be expected to wear either a grey, knee length, box pleated
skirt or grey trousers. Please also note that canvas shoes, plimsolls or trainers will not be
allowed. Shoes must be polishable. Hoodies are also not allowed to be worn at all during the
school day.

We expect all students to be in correct uniform at all times. We also want to support you in
buying affordable, good quality clothing for school which your children accept they have to
wear because the rules are very clear. We want to make it easier for parents and help
reduce any issues over what is and isn’t acceptable uniform. If you want to buy uniform from
another store or online, that is acceptable, but it must match the uniform on the guidance
below exactly, making the process of getting the right uniform even easier.

Uniform Guidance:

. Skirt — grey, knee length and box pleated skirt.

. Trousers —must be grey and tailored, straight cut and plain grey.
Logos and denim are not acceptable. Trousers must not be tight or skinny.

. Blazer — BCA Blue blazer with orange piping. (Secondary only)

. Shirt or Blouse — White formal collared shirt or blouse — short or long sleeved.
No visible T shirt to be worn underneath.

. Tie — Clip on Academy tie.

. Slip-over/Jumper — Blue V-neck slip-over or jumper as provided through our uniform
supplier Jual.

No other sweatshirts/pullovers are acceptable. Hoodies are not allowed to be worn
at all during the school day.
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. Shoes — Smart, plain black shoes that can be polished, in black leather or alternative
man-made materials but not canvas. Vans, Converse, Nike, Adidas, or any other trainer
brands of this nature are not acceptable. Socks must be black or white. Tights must be black.

Coat/Jacket — Plain and appropriate for weather conditions and dark evenings. Warm and
water resistant. Hoodies may not be worn during the school day at all.

Suppliers of Non-branded Acceptable Uniform (shoes, shirts, trousers and skirts) for boys and
girls:

Next , Debenhams, Tesco, Asda, Matalan, John Lewis For shoes, shirts, trousers and skirts
Clarks , Show Zone for shoes School bag

School Bag A4 Ring-binder

A pupil’s main school bag must be large enough to properly carry an A4 ring binder. Smaller
bags are not appropriate as a main school bag. ‘Handbag’ or ‘purse’ type bags for girls are not
appropriate as a main school bag. Students arriving at school with incorrect footwear or bag
will be removed to isolation.

Jewellery

No more than two small studs, gold or silver, in each ear. Facial piercings, including nose and
tongue piercings are not permitted. However, we will allow students to wear a clear, flat nose
piercing retainer during the healing process if necessary.

A wrist watch.

Other items of jewellery such as necklaces, rings, studs (including face and tongue piercings
or ear stretchers), bracelets, wrist bands, or similar jewellery must not be worn. The only
exceptions are medical bracelets and necklaces.

Make up

All nail varnish that is not clear and make up that is not wholly discreet will need to be
removed

False/Acrylic nails and eyelashes may not be worn in school

Only ‘natural’ hair colour is permitted. Extreme haircuts, colours and styles are not
acceptable. No patterns or lines should be cut or dyed into hair.

11



IMPORTANT — PLEASE HELP US TO HELP YOU:

Please label your uniform, PE kit and personal items with your child’s full name in permanent
ink so that we can identify any lost property and return it to you promptly.

It is also useful to have your child’s name on their school bag, pencil case, coat and PE bag.

Sports/Physical Education Kit

The health and safety considerations in physical education continue to be of paramount
importance. Great care and attention have been given to the Bridgwater College Academy
physical education policy to ensure the safety of our students. Our protocols have been
underpinned by the ‘safe practice in physical education and schools sport” document.

Jewellery: All Jewellery must be removed for all PE lessons. These should be given to the PE
teacher for safe keeping. As per school recommendations we suggest anything of any value
should not be worn to school.

Earrings: for the safety of all students earrings must be removed. We ask that students don’t
have their ears pierced until the start of the summer holidays when they have time to heel
and allow your son/daughter to remove them ready for PE lessons. if a student cannot
remove an earring they are expected to provide tape/plasters to cover them until removal is
possible. Earing inside the ear e.g. Rook Daith Helix should be removed but if not possible
must be taped. If a student’s cannot remove earrings it may be deemed unsafe for them to
take part in certain activities. Taped or not. This will be down to the PE teacher to decide who
will liaise with you to come to the best solution.

For younger students that cannot remove their earrings on their own we ask that they do not
wear earrings on the days they have PE or sports clubs.

Nails: For safety reasons certain sports/activities require finger nails to be no longer than the
ends of your fingers. Therefore your son or daughter may be asked to cut/file their nails to a
safe length. If this is not possible they may not be able to participate within the sport/activity.

Hair: Students are expected to tie hair up if it is long enough to get into their eyes. Students
are expected to provide their own hair bands.
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Fitbits/exercise trackers: whilst these are a great invention, students must check with their PE
teacher if they can wear them. For activities like cross country then they are wholly
appropriate but for invasion activities such as football or basketball where there is an
increased chance of contact with another student they are not and will have to be removed.

Students must always be wearing the Academy’s physical education kit. Where kit has been
forgotten students will be expected to wear the spare kit provided and will be sanctioned
appropriately. No physical education kit is to be worn in classroom lessons unless special
authorisation has been given by a member of physical education staff.

What to do if your child is unable to participate fully in PE due to injury or Iliness:

Write a note to your son/daughter PE teacher explaining the reason why they must not
engage in any physical activity or if they can engage but in a reduced capacity. All students
are expected to have their PE kit unless their injury means they are physically unable to
change for example they have a full arm cast, or a broken leg. There are many roles within PE
lessons that the students can engage in when injured or ill, for example they can officiate or
coach other students meaning they continue to learn and be part of the lesson. Injured or ill
students are expected to change into their PE kit as the lesson may be outside meaning there
is a chance they would get wet resulting in wet school uniform had they not changed. Please
ensure your son or daughter has enough appropriate layers to keep warm should they be
unable to participate fully.

Changing Rooms

Students must not enter changing rooms unless a staff member has given permission. All
behaviour in the changing room must comply with the Academy’s behaviour policy and all
students must adhere to the amended rules during examination periods. In these instances
students must enter, change and leave in silence.

Extra-curricular Activities including Sports Fixtures

Students have the responsibility for informing parents/carers of their attendance to any
events after school. They need to inform them of the activity they are attending and the
approximate finish time. Parents/carers are responsible for the safe journey home of any
student involved in out of hours learning.

On occasions where clubs are cancelled, the relevant staff will inform students of these
changes, via verbal communication and/or a notice. Where possible a text will be sent home
and students can always use a college phone on request.

If a student is given an after school detention this takes priority over extra-curricular activities
and fixtures and they will not be able to attend the fixture or club.

Secondary Students PE Uniform

. Academy PE Polo Shirt

. Academy PE Navy Shorts or Skorts (Girls)

. Navy and white looped PE Socks

. Astro trainers (not flat soled trainers)

. Gum Shield (Can be purchased from BCA when specific sports require one)

13



. Football/Rugby Boots (Boys)

Optional Extras

. Navy/Black base layer thermal top

. Navy/Black Leggings (Must be worn under shorts or skorts)
. Academy Sweatshirt or Academy Rugby Shirt

. Academy Tracksuit

Stationery & equipment for lessons

In the secondary phase we place

high importance on personal
organisation and getting the
‘basics’ right. It is vital that

students come to school every day
with the right equipment ‘ready to
learn’ in each lesson. When
students arrive to lessons without
correct equipment, there is
disruption to learning for every

child. Therefore, not having the
expected equipment results in a consequence. All students in year 7 — 11 are expected to
bring the equipment below:

eExercise books/folders required for the day

ePencil case
eBlack/Blue pen
ePencil

*Ruler

*PE / Dance Kit (when required, according to timetable)

Additional Equipment

We are a reading
school. Reading sits
at the heart of our
curriculum, and so
we ask that students
bring a reading book

Numeracy is a
foundation of the
curriculum, and so
students will need
to have a scientific
calculator

Our ICT curriculum
requires students to
listen to certain types of
digital media. Students
will need earphones for
their ICT lessons

Our curriculum is
very knowledge
based. This folder will
store all of the
knowledge
organisers for your
child’s subjects
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Thinking about transport to and from school

Bridgwater College Academy has a wide catchment area with pupils attending from around
Bridgwater, and there are many different ways to travel to school to make sure that you
arrive safely and on time. The table below is designed to help you with some of the different
transport methods available and the following page provides details about the school buses.

On foot Many of our pupils live within a mile of Bridgwater

® College Academy and so take the healthy option of
walking to school. Being aware of the dangers
associated with busy road networks like the Bath Road
and practicing good road safety is the key to enjoying
this practical transport method.

Cycle A growing number of children cycle or scooter to
school.
By car Parents and carers may drop their children off at school

by parking on Parkway.

Parents are advised not to park in the marked bays in

the main car park for the purpose of dropping children
off at school as students walk across this thoroughfare

at certain times of the day.

By bus Bridgwater has 11 bus routes, which serve 140 bus
stops. https://www.firstbus.co.uk/somerset lists the
m bus stops, routes and times in Bridgwater and displays
Bus Stop them on a map.

Helpful tips for catching school-service or public service buses

Getting on the bus... If you are new to public transport, it is a good idea to find the stop you
will be using so you are confident you know where to go on your first day.

e Make sure you have the correct pass and or money.

e Remember to show your pass to the driver (where applicable).

e Find a seat and stay seated for the journey.

e If the bus has seatbelts, they must be worn.

e Always behave sensibly throughout your journey.

e If you have to cross the road after you get off the bus, wait until the bus has moved off and
you can see the road clearly in both directions, or go to the nearest available crossing.

Subsidised school transport is provided for children who attend their catchment or nearest
school and also live more than the statutory walking distance from that school. This is three

15
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miles for a child aged eight and over. You must apply for a place on School Transport by
either phoning Somerset Direct on 0300 123 2224 or applying online through the Somerset
County Council website www.somerset.gov.uk . It can take up to 10 working days for
transport applications to be processed therefore we advise you do this as soon as possible.

If you need any help regarding buses, please see our Receptionist. You should make sure you
arrive in good time for your bus both in the morning and afternoon. Supervising staff will be

on duty by the bus bay and will organise students to ensure their safety. Please report any
worries or concerns about the journey to them or your Tutor.

The BCA Way

THE BCA WAY: We take great pride in being part of the BCA community, we refer to our
values as THE BCA WAY, this means having high expectations, and following the 3 RS
(responsibility, resilience and respect).

\

Our Values; The BCA Way

—_—

As a member of the BCA community, we
have High Expectations of ourselves and
each other, to achieve this we:

* take Responsibility for our choices;

* demonstrate Resilience and keep trying
even when we find situations tough;

* Respect ourselves and each other.

16



We expect our children to follow the 3 Rs in all that we do.

LIE
S Ve

Resilience

* | know that making mistakes can help with
my learning

* | persist and practice even when things are
difficult

* | understand that hard work helps me
succeed

* | attempt difficult tasks as | know this will
help me progress

* | attend school even when feeling under the
weather

* | use feedback and advice to develop and
improve

Responsibility

I make good choices

| consider the impact of my behaviour on myself and
others

I do my best to ensure | progress in lessons

I ask for help, to allow me to move forwards in my
learning

| work independently when asked

| ensure | am fully equipped for school and learning
| take responsibility for the school environment

| wear my BCA uniform with pride

| accept the consequences without argument if | make
a poor choice

17



Respect

| know that | am valued in the BCA community

| can listen to others and respect their views and
opinions

Sometimes | put the needs of others first
| look after my equipment and classroom
| follow all adult instructions first time

| use good manners in my interactions with
adults and peers

Our community refers to our classrooms, the local community, and in our homes.

Classroom Expectations

Every Minute Counts
| enter my classroom ready to learn

I ensure | am in my seat ready to
complete my silent Do Now / Can |
Still

| have High Expectations of myself
and others

| take Responsibility for my choices
and standard of my work

| demonstrate Resilience and keep
trying even when we find situations
tough

| Respect myself and others
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Community Expectations

I represent the BCA values even
when | am not at school

I show respect to members of the
community both in person and
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| take responsibility for my local
community environment

I am resilient when life outside
school is challenging and know
school will give me support

N I have high expectations of myself
' Q and do not allow others to
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negatively influence my choices

Our curriculum and ethos

Reading, Resilience and Cultural Opportunity

As an all through Academy, at every stage, our curriculum focuses on the importance of
developing cultural opportunity for our students.

We do this because possessing a broad foundation of knowledge and experience empowers
our students, enabling deeper understanding and producing successful, expert learners,
ready for next phase of their learning journey. To achieve this, we teach our students to
understand and respect the world around them and aim to change it for the better.

We celebrate the importance of reading because it ignites the imagination and broadens
vocabulary, allowing students to give voice to their ideas and aspirations.
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At Bridgwater College Academy we recognise the wonder and importance of learning in our
rapidly changing and diverse society, but we also recognise that learning is challenging and
that success requires resilience and the willingness to make mistakes and learn from them.

KS3

The KS3 curriculum provides an inclusive, diverse and rich experience to equip young people
with knowledge, skills and capacity for growth that they will need in the future. Our
fundamental aim is to ensure each child is able to accomplish his or her personal best,
regardless of ability or background. The subjects studied at KS3 include Maths, English,
Science, Geography, History, Art, Music, P.E., Philosophy and Beliefs, Spanish, DTRM and
Food Technology. Students from Year 9 will have the opportunity to choose their Key Stage 4
options in the spring term and start their new courses in Year 10.

The curriculum at KS3 and KS4 will also be supplemented by Personal Development lessons,
enabling the students to learn about wider issues around the world and in the UK. These
lessons are tailored to the students of BCA, tackling subjects that will matter to them both in
the present and the future, providing them with the opportunities to make informed and
reasoned decisions in their adult lives.

KS4

During KS4 the curriculum for each student is personalised to focus on student’s choices
during KS3. The focus of their curriculum will be on preparing for the GCSE qualifications (or
equivalent) taken at the end of Year 11, while still providing students with a strong cultural
capital enabling them to be successful when they leave the Academy. The additional subjects
that can be studied at KS4 include Photography, Computer Science, Performing Arts and
iMedia, in addition to further developing those studied in KS3. We intend for students at KS4
to engender a love of learning and to help develop a strong character and personality, as well
as preparing them for success in public examinations.

Our Commitment to Reading AL ' r vy ‘ 7V et ' , )
Evidence suggests that children who read .

) World Book Day Tutor Quiz —
for enjoyment every day not only perform AREWErs ORTD
better in reading tests than those who BOOK
don’t, but also develop a broader ; DAY
vocabulary, increased general knowledge o «I—‘ﬂfé‘ -
and a better understanding of other "| 1S RSN 4 ld . s1 7B

cultures. In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well at
school than their social or economic background.

What difference can | make as a parent?

You can make a huge difference! Parents are the most important educators in a child’s life,
even more important than their teachers are and it is never too early to start reading
together.
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Even before they are born, babies learn to recognise their parents' voices. Reading to your
baby from birth, even for just a few minutes a day, gives them the comfort of hearing your
voice and increases their exposure to language.

Building vocabulary and understanding

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as working out what is printed
on the page. Through hearing stories, children are exposed to a wide range of words. This
helps them build their own vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen,
which is vital as they start to read. It is important for them to understand how stories work
too. Even if your child does not understand every word, they will hear new sounds, words
and phrases, which they can then try out, copying what they have heard.

As children start to learn to read at school, you can play an important role in helping to keep
them interested in books. Find out what interests them, help them to find books that will be
engaging and fun, and spend time reading the books they bring home from school together.

SORA, our new online library app, is now up and running and is being introduced to students
across Years 7-10 in their English lessons the website is https://soraapp.com/ or you can
download it as an app on a phone or tablet. You then need to find our school. If we do not
appear in the list, select ‘my school isn’t listed” from the bottom of the page. You can then
type Bridgwater into the search bar and we should come up. You then select our school from
the drop down list. Students will be given their own login details.

We will introduce opportunities to read in all of our lessons. We love reading so much and
value its importance that we collectively read in tutor time in the mornings.

Throughout the year there will also be reading challenges, and competitions to look out for!

Developing Resilience at BCA

Resilience is the foundation upon which all other qualities
for that matter are built. We recognise the symbiotic
relationship between resilience and education. At BCA we
strive to improve individual, community, and institutional
resilience through relevant, quality education and
learning for all of our children. With resilience, students
will see challenges where others see obstacles , they will
seek knowledge instead of seeking ‘help’ and they will
see failure as a part of the learning journey rather than
the end of one. Resilience is going to be a key aspect of
students’ development in Key Stage 3 and beyond,
strengthening the self-efficacy, aspirations, and confidence of our students.
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Cultural Opportunity at BCA

We want to ensure that every child has the chance to experience a wide variety of high
quality cultural experiences, from theatre visits, guest speakers to site visits home and
abroad. We know experiences like these are important for individuals’ development, and that
these experiences remain with them for the rest of their lives.

Yr 11 Students meeting with Holocaust Key Stage 4 students explore the caves and
survivor Joanna Milan mining WW1 tunnels of Arras, France

Year 9 students chocolate shopping in Belgium! Year 7 students visiting Glastonbury
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Rewards

Daily Weekly Half Termly Termly Yearly
Students can earn | Every week the Students will be Students with the | At the end of
achievement heads of year, eligible to be highest number each academic

points for effort,
achievement, and
attainment or by
demonstrating
the Academy
values.

phase leaders and
curriculum
leaders will award
‘student of the
week’.

All students
awarded this will
receive five
achievement
points and a
postcard home.

nominated for the
half-termly head
teacher’s award.

A letter will be sent
home each half term
to the parents/carers
of those students who
have received no SIMs
behaviour points in
that half term.

Each half term
students with 100%
attendance will be
awarded 3
achievement points.

of achievement
points are invited
to a reward lunch
each term and
are presented
with a certificate
to recognise their
achievements.

At the end of
each term
students will be
awarded
certificates when
they reach the
achievement
point targets;
Bronze 500, Silver
750, Gold 900,
Platinum 1000.

year, a letter is
sent home to the
parents /carers of
those students
whose effort has
been outstanding.

Celebration
Assemblies will
take place to
award end of
certificates.

Year 11 students
who reach the
end of the year
whose effort has
met our
expectations will
be invited to
attend the school
prom.

Students should...

o e W e

Neither take part in or tolerate bullying nor any form of discrimination.
Treat other members of the school community with respect.

Be correctly dressed in the school uniform.
Be on time to school and all lessons.

Walk on the left along corridors and on stairs.
Behave in lesson time:
Enter in an orderly manner and sit in the seating plan.
Follow the teacher’s (or other member of staff’s) instructions, first time.
= Wait until they are invited to speak in the classroom and not shout answers out.

= Respect the teacher’s and other students’ contributions and not talk while others are giving

feedback.

= FEnsure the classroom is an orderly environment to learn in and not get out of their seat,

unless given permission to do so.

= Not eat but may drink (only) water — with the teacher’s permission.
= At the end of the lesson wait behind your place, in silence, until you are dismissed.

O 0 N

Bring the correct stationery and equipment to all lessons.
Only eat food in the designated areas.
Follow school rules regarding mobile phones.
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10. Not bring in prohibited Items. For example:
Chewing gum, Energy drinks, Matches, Lighters, Cigarettes, Electronic cigarettes (also
known as ‘e-cigarettes’ or ‘e-lites’), Mobile Phones, lllegal substances, Weapons.

Consequences

The consequence system is under pinned by six core standards (non-negotiables):

* Arrive to school and lessons punctually and ready to learn
* Be polite and respectful
* Maintain a clear focus on learning
* Wear the correct uniform correctly
* Ensure you are properly equipped
* Complete homework to deadline and to a good standard

When determining the consequence to be issued, the member of staff will consider the
student’s circumstances (including their age and any special educational needs and or
disabilities) alongside the circumstance of the case. The sanction issued will be appropriate to
the seriousness of the incident, taking those factors into account. Consequences will
generally be part of a graduated response to incidents of inappropriate behaviour, although
there maybe occasions where the serious nature of an incident requires a greater sanction to

be issued.

Cl c2 C3 c4 C5

Warning —name | Lunch detention | Removed to ATE [Alternative | FTE (Fixed Term

on board 20 mins parking room to Exclusion) Exclusion)

Or Or

After school FTE (Fixed Term | Alternative
detention — next Exclusion) Provision
day. Or
Year7—11 Fermanenit
1 howr. Exclusion
Text home.
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Our expectations: Homework

Students will have a formal homework timetable where they should expect homework to be
set for that subject on the given day. In order to help them to be organised with their
homework, all homework is put on “Show My Homework”, a website that they and you can
access from home. Parents/Carers will be also be able to use www.showmyhomework.co.uk

to view homework that is set for students.

Homework will be based upon tasks that are received in class and will be an opportunity to
apply the knowledge that students have learnt in their studies. The majority of homework set
will fall into four categories: Self-quizzing, Online test or quiz, Practice questions, Coursework

or Portfolio work.

The full homework policy can be viewed on the school website, including the homework

schedule for each year group in KS3 and KS4.

Thomas Becket murder self quizzing

Description Insights Assess Discussion

B Mr A Barnes set this assignment for group 07x/Hi1 - History

Set on Wed 17 Mar Due on Tue 30 Mar

Task description

Use your quiz book to self quiz (look, cover, write, check!)
Il be testing you on this during the Do Now next lesson. Alsol
expect to see evidence in your quiz book of self quizzing

Year 7 (Half Term 3) Knowledge Organiser - Miserable Monarchs: Who

Key Terms: Key People:
King's courts Courts of ks comtrolied by the king. Henry i King of England who dashed
‘Ohiarch COWmE Coaurts of ks combrolied by the Crurch. il
Archbishop of Thee head of the Church in England, Lo :‘:‘:::ﬂamuwm
‘Camberibury appoinied by the Fope.
Cathalicism & Christian religion, headed by the Pope. (Tl Poe tu e ol Bkt
Tithe 10% taw pecple had to pay the Church. e Engish king Eerrrm—
Feanii| ta im noe. San af H m, tinithe:
ng according portal af Henary I, fou th
Magna Carta Document kmiting the power af the king Sl
and ghing mowe rights to the banons. King kohn Became king after the death of
Richaurd | [his brothar) in 1159
Baron & landowner member of nobi ity wha ranks
el thekng. Signed the Magna Carta.
Richard 1l Voung king whe rubed cwer
Moo s r"“"'“’f"""’ eru who sl copre B:ghnd:mlhlurrtknnul:.
ras.
willein A medieval seasant tied o the Lardsland. | | WRTTHET "“d"'"f‘:':n:r:::::'" t
Freeman Feople who paid rent to the Lord but were sodial reform.
not ‘awned by him.
Black death Fandem i that affected England from 1248,
Statute of Law passedafier the Black Death, said
Labouwrers |abouwsrers could nat earn mone than 2p per
day. It &as resented by the peasants.
Pessant’s revolt | A popular revolt in 1381 against the rule of
Fachard II.
Consequencs & result, cutcome, effect of something.
Interpretation Somecne's view ar version of history.

Year 7 Example of History homework self —quizzing task and knowledge organiser resource

25




ICT Policy

Important Information for All Students:

The use of ICT Facilities is forbidden unless supervised by a member of staff

Network and Internet use and access is an Academy resource and a privilege and so if the
policy is not adhered to, this privilege will be withdrawn and appropriate sanctions will be
imposed

Designated staff can review student files and communications to ensure that the system
is being used responsibly. They also have the right to access computer storage areas,
accounts and removable media, Drives etc.

Staff can remotely view a student’s computer screen at any time, without them knowing,
in order to ensure compliance and appropriate use of the Bridgwater College Academy
network

Students are subject to the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

Students will:

Ask a teacher before using any personal USB flash drive, CD-ROM or similar device in
school

Use the Bridgwater College Academy network for school related matters only, use
computers for educational purposes and adhere to the student print policy

Make sure they take regular backups of their work

Respect other computer users and never harass, harm, cause insult or offence
Respect the security protocols in place on the computers and not attempt to bypass or
alter security settings put in place on the Bridgwater College Academy network

Use approved Academy email accounts for school use only

Report any damaged ICT equipment (accidentally or otherwise) to the supervising
member of staff immediately

Read and adhere to Academy information on e-Safety, cyber-bullying and social
networking guidance

Students will NOT:

Attempt to upload, download or transfer any software from the internet or portable
media

Attempt to bypass the Academy’s internet filters. Violation of this is a serious offence
Copy software or multimedia content unless it has been approved by a member of staff
Install, attempt to install, or store programs of any type on the Bridgwater College
Academy’s network

Use the internet, computer systems, portable media or other mobile devices for playing
non-educational games

Store personal photographs, music, games or other prohibited/inappropriate content in
their user area (R: Drive) or anywhere on the Academy network
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Damage, disable, dismantle or otherwise cause, or attempt to cause harm to the
operation of computers, or any other ICT equipment or cables

Attempt to connect mobile equipment (eg laptops, tablets, PSPs, mobile phones etc) to
the Academy network

Eat or drink in any room where there is ICT equipment

Reveal their password to anyone, or use someone else’s username or password
Students are responsible for the actions of anyone who is using their username and
password, so must immediately tell a member of staff if they suspect that someone else
has this information

Access or alter other people’s folders, work or files without permission

Visit Internet sites that contain obscene, illegal, hateful or otherwise objectionable
materials, including any website containing any form of extremist propaganda or
promotion of radicalisation. Any such sites should be reported to a member of staff
immediately

Send or receive any material that is illegal, obscene, defamatory or intended to annoy or
intimidate another person

Use social networking sites, such as Twitter or Facebook while in school, or use such
platforms to make public comments about Bridgwater College Academy, its staff or
students, which are defamatory, liable to cause offense or bring the Academy into
disrepute

Pass personal information on (like real names or addresses) to anyone on the internet
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Rules about mobile phones

It is our policy to allow students to have a mobile phone with them in school (but in their
bags at all times), should they choose to do so under the conditions outlined in the policy
below:

1. Phones must not be used for any purpose (e.g. phoning, texting, surfing the internet,
taking photos, checking the time, taking videos) when on the school site. If a mobile
phone is taken out of a student’s bag whilst on site, it will be confiscated. We are no
longer allowing students to have mobile phones or any other electronic devices when on
the Academy site because of the potential safeguarding implications. This policy has
been drawn up in the best interests of student safety. We understand that
parents/carers may wish their child to have a mobile phone when travelling to and from
school and for this reason we are happy for students to carry their phones in their school
bags but when on Academy site they must be turned off to ensure lessons are not
disrupted.

2. Phones must always be switched off (not on silent mode) and kept out of view. If a
student breaches these rules, the phone will be confiscated and taken to Mrs Deane in
the admin corridor (by the Head Teachers office). Students will be allowed to collect the
confiscated item at the end of the school day. However, if a student has had their
phone/other mobile device confiscated on more than one occasion a parent/carer will be
required to collect the item. Please note that Reception closes at 4.00pm. If it is not
possible for a parent/carer to collect the phone, then it will be released to the student
from whom it was confiscated at the end of 5 working days

3. Phones must not be taken into examinations:

Emergencies

If a student needs to contact their parents/carers they will be allowed to use an Academy
phone. If parents/carers need to contact students urgently they should phone the Academy
Reception and a message will be relayed promptly.

Security for Mobile Phones and Other Valuables

The Academy cannot accept any responsibility for theft, loss, damage or health effects
(potential or actual) relating to mobile devices, nor for theft, loss or damage to any other
valuable item, or for the theft or loss of money. It is the responsibility of parents/carers and
students to ensure mobile phones and other valuables are insured.
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Cashless Catering and Free School Meals

To make life easier for parents/carers and to avoid students having to carry cash and stand in
long queues we operate a cashless catering system.

What is a cashless system?

A cashless system means that we do not take cash payments at the tills in the Refectory.
Each student has their own account. Each student has a pin number. Parents will be sent
information on how to add money onto a Scopay App which can be used for topping up the
students account and for paying for uniform and trips and visits. The tills in the canteen will
recognise each individual student and hold details of how much is in their account. The till
will deduct the cost of their meal from the student’s account balance. It also records where
and when money is spent and on what.

Can | see what food my son/daughter has purchased?

Yes —you can call the Academy and request a print out of this. Please call and ask for the
finance office.

Can a student go “overdrawn”?

No — we regret that credit cannot be offered.

|”

What is the process for “Free School Meal” students?

We strongly encourage parents/carers to register for Free School Meals if you are eligible to
do so. Free School Meal students will have their daily allowance available on their account
and the system will then work in exactly the same way as for other students. Meals not
taken will NOT carry over to the following day. Parents/Carers can, if they wish, “top up”
students accounts for extra purchases. An application form for Free School Meals will be
enclosed with your Application Pack, additional copies are available from Reception.

Application forms for Free School Meals are at Reception, or apply online at
www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/
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Frequently Asked Questions

What time does my son/daughter need to be in school?
Doors open at 8.20am. Registration begins at 8.20am.

What should my son/daughter do if they arrive late to school after registration?
They should go to Reception where they will be registered as late.
Lateness will result in a lunchtime detention on the same day.

What number do | ring if my son/daughter is ill?
Please ring our Attendance Line on 01278 727313 by 9.00am on the day your son/daughter is
ill and again for any subsequent day’s absence. Please give us the reason for their absence.

What should my son/daughter do if they feel ill during the school day?

They should tell their teacher straightaway and then they may be sent to a First Aider if it is
an emergency. If they are too ill to remain at school or if hospital treatment is necessary
then parents/carers will be contacted to make suitable arrangements. This is why it is so
important we have up to date emergency contact numbers. Under no circumstances should
they contact their parents/carers themselves on a mobile, or go home without permission.

Who do | write to if | need to take my son/daughter out of school for medical reasons?
Please send a note to your son/daughter’s Tutor requesting absence for medical/dental
appointments at least 48 hours in advance.

Can my son/daughter bring medicines to school?

Students are not allowed to carry their own prescribed medicines, with the exception of
inhalers, epipens and insulin. All prescribed medicines can only be administered to students
under 16 years with parents/carers written permission. Prescribed medicines can only be
accepted if they are in date, labelled, provided in the original container as dispensed by the
pharmacy and include instructions for administration, dosage and storage. The Academy will
keep prescribed medicines stored securely. Named staff will have access to this storage. A
record is kept, and countersigned, of all medicines administered.

Who should | contact if my personal details change?

If your personal details change you need to write to your son/daughter’s Head of Year giving
the new information. Alternatively a Change of Details form is available from Reception, you
can telephone the Academy on 01278 727327, or email us: sch.501@educ.somerset.gov.uk

Does the Academy operate a lost property system?

Finds and losses should be reported to Reception without delay. Property left about the
Academy premises during holidays will be disposed of. All items of personal property should
be named to allow us to identify and return lost items.
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How do | speak to my son/daughter’s Tutor?

Please telephone Reception. A message will then be sent to the Tutor asking them to contact
you. Please note that it may not always be possible to speak to the Tutor immediately due to
teaching commitments, but we will contact you within 48 hours.

Who should | contact first if | want to discuss a confidential matter about my son/daughter?
Please contact your son/daughter’s Tutor to discuss the matter in the first instance. If it is
highly confidential or of a sensitive nature, please contact your son/daughter’s Head of Year.
Please note that it may not always be possible to contact the Head of Year immediately due
to teaching commitments, but we will contact you within 48 hours.

Who should | contact first if | want to discuss my son/daughter’s progress in a subject?
Please contact your son/daughter’s subject Teacher to discuss the matter in the first
instance. A message will also be sent to the relevant Head of Department. Please note that
it may not always be possible to contact the subject Teacher or Head of Department
immediately due to teaching commitments, but we will contact you within 48 hours.

What if | need to pass on an urgent message to my son/daughter?
Please contact Reception on 01278 727327 and we will pass the message on as soon as
possible.

What notice will | receive if my son/daughter is placed in an after school detention?

If your son/daughter is placed in an after-school detention we give parents/carers 48 hours’
notice. We send texts the night before to all students in detention the following day. We try
to ensure a sanction is in place as soon as possible after an incident, so there are rare
occasions when we may try to contact you by telephone during the day, to get permission for
your son/daughter to stay after school on the same day.

Can my son/daughter bring valuables to school?

For reasons of security, valuables and large sums of money must not be brought into school.
If for any exceptional circumstances they do have expensive items or large sums of money in
school, it should be handed to Reception for safekeeping until the end of the day. The
Academy is not responsible, or insured for, student loss, theft etc.
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