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6th February 2026 

 

Dear Parent and Carer, 

 

I hope this letter finds you well. 

 

We are writing to update you on the Science provision for Year 11. We recognise that, this year, 

students have experienced a higher-than-usual level of staff absence and cover in some Science 

lessons. We fully appreciate the impact this can have, particularly in a GCSE year, and we want to 

reassure you that we are taking clear, positive steps to ensure every student has the support they 

need to succeed. 

 

We are pleased to share the following developments: 

 

• A member of the Science team is now returning full time. 

This will provide greater consistency and stability for classes, helping students regain momentum in 

their learning as we move into the crucial months ahead. 

 

• Additional support through Period 0 sessions. 

Students who would benefit from targeted support will be invited to attend one of the two Period 

0 classes based on their results from the upcoming PPEs. These sessions provide a calm, structured 

environment for consolidation, guided practice, and strengthening core knowledge. 

 

• Revision resources will be made available for all students. 

We have prepared a ‘quick wins’ revision sheet for students (attached to this letter) which will 

help to prepare students for their upcoming assessments. All students in year 11 will be receiving a 

Science workbook to aid their revision and homework. Revision guides have been ordered and 

will be available to purchase on Arbor.  

 

• Lesson 6 will run following the PPEs. 

After the mock exams, Lesson 6 sessions will resume to provide focused intervention and revision. 

These sessions will help address any gaps identified through the PPE results and ensure students 

feel confident moving towards their final exams. 

 

We remain incredibly proud of our Year 11 students. Despite the recent challenges, they continue 

to show maturity, resilience, and determination. We are committed to giving them the best 

possible support, and we are confident that the measures we have put in place will strengthen 

their progress in Science. 

 

http://www.bridgwatercollegeacademy.org/


   
 

   
 

If you have any concerns or would like to discuss your child’s progress further, please do not 

hesitate to contact us. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Rhiannon Howarth-Greenwood 

Assistant Headteacher for Teaching and Learning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Mindset:  Without this the rest doesn’t matter.  You do need your science GCSE even if you 

think otherwise. Much of the course is about aspects of your life and how the world works 

and is just useful. All employers consider good GCSE science grades as an indicator of your 

practical, planning and problem-solving skills. 

 

You absolutely CAN do well in science. It is easy to feel like “I’m not getting it” because 

there is a lot of specific vocabulary, but this is normal.  You don’t start by “getting it”, you 

have to work for that, and it will come to you.  Remember, believe you are awesome, ask 

for help when you need it and do some revision. You are not “bad at science” you just 

haven’t studied it for long or learned it off by heart.  Be brave, work hard.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huoAKJ3Hhsw 

 

2. Know your course.  We are following the AQA Trilogy course. There are a lot of ideas and 

vocabulary in a range of units across the three main science subjects Biology, Chemistry 

and Physics.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physics 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

Energy Forces 

Electricity Waves 

Particle model of 

matter 

Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

Atomic structure Space (Triple only) 

Biology 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

Cell Biology Homeostasis and 

response 

Organisation Inheritance, variation 

and evolution 

Infection and 

response 

Ecology 

Bioenergetics  
Chemistry 

Paper 1 Paper 2 

Atomic structure and 

the periodic table 

The rate and extent of 

chemical change 

Bonding, structure and 

the properties of 

matter 

Organic chemistry 

Quantitative chemistry Chemical analysis 

Chemical changes Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 

Energy changes Using resources 

 

 

 

Essential information and quick wins in GCSE 
Science (including Separate Sciences) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=huoAKJ3Hhsw


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Science Required Practicals:  There are 21 experiments that we do in 

school that could appear in some form in your exams.  This means we need to 

have done the experiment, know its purpose, the apparatus involved and 

what our variables were.  A great place to find videos explaining these is 

https://www.youtube.com/@MalmesburyEducation This is useful for revision or if 

you missed the practical.   

 

4. Do your homework:  You will be given homework each week based on past exam papers.  

You will be expected to spend time completing the questions for homework and we will 

mark it in class on a Friday. 

 

5. Learn the key words:  Each topic has a list of the keywords needed and their definitions.  If 

you don’t know this language it will be difficult for you to understand what the question is 

asking or even to answer it.  Your teachers will be sending these to you on Arbor. 

 

6. Revise:  It has never been easier to find resources to use. Those students who get the best 

grades start revising early.  We all have preferred revision techniques. You can choose from 

a) Revision guide and workbook.  Workbooks have writing exercises in.  Revision looks like 

reading the revision guide then attempting the workbook task. The most popular 

provider is CGP (see below). 

 

     
 

b) Mini test books.   Students might use their knowledge organiser or a website like BBC 

Bitesize or even Seneca to help them complete these mini tests.  ‘Physics and Maths 

Tutor’ also has all the past papers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

c) Revision cards. We use these in class, they are quick to use and have easy and difficult 

questions.  The whole course in a little box for about £16 (and you can sell them at the 

end of Year 11).  Recommend buying second hand from Ebay or Vinted online. 

Remember to buy AQA combined science. 

 

You can make your own flash cards or use an app like Gizmo or Quizlet. 

 

7. Revise with a friend:  This is a strategy that really works if you choose the right people to 

work with.  The group needs to be able to challenge and push each other but you also 

need to be able to avoid distractions!  You can quiz each other, help each other when 

stuck, avoid FOMO (fear of missing out) because your friend is with you. 

Choose the correct tier 
Foundation (if you are targeting 
grade 3-5) or Higher (grade 6-9) 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@MalmesburyEducation


   
 

   
 

 

8. Youtube: Plenty of teacher channels walking you through units of work or a full exam 

paper. I like “Primrose Kitten” channel.  Just Youtube search:  AQA GCSE Combined 

Science (then the unit name).  You’ll get a science teacher telling you all you need in 

about 25 min per topic. 

 

9. Other resources you can use include: 

 

https://getrevising.co.uk/ 

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com/user/ScienceShorts 

 

https://getrevising.co.uk/
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ScienceShorts

