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12 September 2025 
Dear Parent/Carer   
  
Re: Start of Year 11  
  
I would like to write to you to inform you of some key strategies and important dates upcoming for 
your son/daughter, as they start Year 11.  
  
Firstly, I have been very impressed with the cohort over the first week and have enjoyed seeing 
the dedication and effort given by all the Year 11 classes I have visited and the lessons I teach 
myself. I am confident that this will continue throughout the year and we at Bridgwater College 
Academy hope that the information I provide here will outline other ways we wish to aid Year 11 to 
achieve the best they can.  
  
Some key dates for your diaries:  
  

Date  Activity  

Thursday 9th October (16:00 to 18:00)  
Welcome to GCSE event; for parents and 

students  

24th November to 5th December  Year 11 PPEs (mock exams)  

Thursday 18th December  Mock results day  

Friday 9th January  Reports sent home  

Thursday 15th January  Year 11 Parents Evening  

9th February to 27th February  Year 11 PPEs set 2 (mock exams)  

Thursday 19th March  Reports sent home  

11th May to 19th June  Year 11 GCSE exams  

  
Hopefully this will help you and your family plan the year ahead in relation to preparation to the 
GCSE exams. This will be a busy, stressful and hard year for all, but we will aid in getting Year 11 
as prepared as they can be for every part of the coming year. More detailed information about all 
these events will follow as they get closer.   
  
Your son/daughter may have come home and discussed certain differences in Year 11 from 
previous years. I would like to outline some of them here.  
  
Homework  
We will be setting weekly exam-based homework for most subjects, which will start next week, if 
some subjects haven’t started already. We are keen for Year 11 to practice as much in terms of 
exam preparation as possible, and we believe that the exposure to exam papers and questions 
will help massively. We ask that you discuss homework regularly with your son/daughter and aid 
them in keeping on top of the completion, as there will always be homework set. All homework set 
will be outlined on Arbor. If you are unsure about the use of Arbor, please do contact your child's 
tutor to aid in setting up if you haven’t already.  
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Lesson zero  
We have placed in, two days a week, an extra Maths, English or Science lesson for all Year 11 in 
the tutorial slot in the morning. We are confident that this extra teaching in these core subjects will 
aid in improving outcomes. We encourage all students to be on time each day to ensure they are 
part of this extra provision.  
  
Lesson six  
Starting next week, we will ask for your child’s attendance to extra lessons at the end of Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays each week. Each day targets a different subject, and a different 
skill/topic each week for each subject. All subjects are covered, and all students are welcome, 
even if they are not asked directly. We will be informing students in lesson time of their required 
attendance to these sessions, and we will also email home to you, direct from the subject's 
teacher, to inform of the need for your son/daughter to attend. If you receive an email, it is 
because your son/daughter needs that extra session. I ask that you aid us in encouraging 
attendance to these sessions; we would not run them if they were not needed. Please do discuss 
with your son/daughter the sessions they need to attend. Below is the schedule for each subject; 
as mentioned, all are welcome.  
  

Week 1 
Tuesday  

Week 1 
Wednesday  

Week 1 
Thursday  

Week 2 
Tuesday  

Week 2 
Wednesday  

Week 2 
Thursday  

English, Film 
Studies  

Science  Geography, 
History, World 
Views, Sports 

Studies  

Spanish, 
Engineering, 

Dance, 
Computer 
Science  

Art, Hospitality, 
Drama, 

Photography  

Maths  

  
Both Mr Price, Head of Year, and myself will be happy to respond to any questions or queries 
about any of the items listed here in this letter, or any other matter related to the GCSEs or your 
child’s progress and achievement over the coming year. As I have made known multiple times to 
the whole Year 11 cohort, my number one priority is the Year 11 cohort and aiding them in getting 
the best results possible at the end of the academic year to allow them to progress well through 
life.   
  
Yours faithfully,  
  
Dan Neal  
Assistant Headteacher   
dan.neal@bridgwatercollegeacademy.org 
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