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BCA NEWS Friday 17th 

 October 2025 

Issue Title No. 1 ð The Beginning of Another  

      Academic Year 

Half Term Holiday Monday 20th - Friday 31st October 2025 

Academy reopens on Monday 3rd November 2025 

BCA Ambassadors 2025ð2026 
We are excited and proud to introduce our new Academy Ambassadors, a trusted group of Year 

11 students dedicated to representing our mission, vision and values.  

 

The students had to apply in writing, give a presentation and be interviewed before being select-

ed to represent Bridgwater College Academy as Ambassadors.  They work hard during the year 

attending most of the events held at the Academy, supporting the Teachers and Academy Lead-

ers to promote the Academy vision and values of the Academy.  
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 Half  Term Review!  

Nursery  

Please rest and enjoy the autumnal weather 
over the half term holidays.  Lots of the chil-
dren have spoken of their aspirations to ride 
their bikes without stabilisers, skip or hula 
hoop.  We would love to hear if anyone 
achieves this.  

Mrs Kristina Tarrant, Miss Ella Pittard, 
Mrs Cloe Dyer and Miss Charlotte Dunn  

EYFS Teachers 

 

What a great start to the new year, KS1!  

It has been so lovely to see you all back at 
school, so ready to learn. You have settled 
into your new classes well and your teach-
ers have been wowed by your resilience and 
responsible attitude.  

I know we are going to have a fantastic year 
together and cannot wait to find out what 
exciting learning awaits!  

Have a relaxing half term break.  

Miss Marie White 

Assistant Head Early Reading and   
Phonics/KS1 Lead 

We are extremely proud of how well Little 
Owls have settled back into Nursery and for 
many, started Nursery for the very first time. 

It has been lovely to watch you build new 
friendships and look out for your peers. We 
have enjoyed listening to you talk about 
your family members and what you like to 
do with them at home.  

We have started to take notice of our 
change in environment with the changing 
season. I hope you are able to continue this 
during the half term holiday on crunchy leaf 
walks with your families.  

Mrs Lucy Cornell 

Deputy Manager  

 

Well done EYFS on starting your journey 
into education so well. Barn Owls, Hawk 
Owls and Snowy Owls have all had a fabu-
lous start to school and are enjoying every-
thing BCA has to offer.  Their confidence 
and resilience in settling into a new routine 
has been evident every day.  

Forest School once a fortnight has been a 
great hit and we have enjoyed lots of Au-
tumn sunshine!   

Thank you to the parents who joined us for 
our phonics and reading stay and play re-
cently.  Working together on your childôs 
reading will make us all so proud. If you 
were unable to make it, please look out for 
the QR code or go to the website to have a 
look at how you can help your child at 
home:  

{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊŜǊǎ - {ƻǳƴŘǎ-²ǊƛǘŜ 
 
We have been practicing our mark making 
in different ways, we like to use paintbrush-
es and water, chalks, pens, pencils and 
paint sticks to name a few! 

KS1 

EYFS 

https://sounds-write.co.uk/support-for-parents-and-carers/
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Well done Years 3 and 4, you have settled 
back into life at BCA very well, you should 
be very proud of yourselves.  

I have been so impressed with the resilience 
that so many of you have shown towards 
the challenges we have already faced, keep 
this up!  

As I walk along the corridors of Quantock, I 
am blown away by the kindness and good 
manners that are demonstrated on a regular 
basis. You should take pride in the way you 
represent the Academy through your smart 
uniform, great behaviour and respect to-
wards others. I would also like to say a big 
thank you to the staff at Quantock for their 
continued support and the high regard in 
which they hold all children in our Acade-
my.  

I hope you have a restful half term with your 
loved ones and enjoy some of the gorgeous 
autumn weather.   

Mrs Elinor Bell 

Lower Key Stage 2 Phase Leader 

 

 

What a fantastic start to the Autumn term 

Years 5 and 6 have had! They have shown 

increasing amounts of resilience to the new 

challenges faced. Both year groups have 

already achieved wonderful things in their 

learning.  I am extremely proud of every sin-

gle one of them! 

Year 5 have had an excellent start to the 

year. They have had a blast learning about 

the properties of materials ï they found dif-

ferent melting points and then had to re-

solidify them. They even got to eat the choc-

olate after they had finished! They have 

been immersed reading Murder Most Unla-

dylike trying to work out who the murderer 

is!  

Year 6 have been excellent role models to 

the rest of Primary. They have designed 

some fantastic brownie boxes in art ï they 

even got to eat the brownies too.  

Cont. 
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 Half Term Review!  

Years 5 & 6  

We have some wonderful swimmers in the 

year group and I am excited to see their pro-

gress next term! 

Miss Katie Green 

Upper Key Stage 2 Phase Leader 

 

 

 

What an incredible start to Year 7 we have 

seen for our wonderful students. Those first 

day nerves went out the window very quickly 

as the students began navigating Secondary 

life and growing in maturity and confidence 

each day.  

We have seen and will continue to see in-

creased willingness to get involved with wid-

er class discussions and more challenging 

work. Huge engagement with PE and extra 

curricular sporting activities with many of our 

Year 7's opting in to so many more lunch 

and after school clubs.  

With assessments taking place currently and 

in the near future we can expect to see stu-

dents stretching their knowledge and under-

standing within the secondary phase. We 

are seeing so many students showing such 

brilliant potential here at BCA and showing 

the BCA way every lesson, every day. 

With more exciting happenings to take place 

in future terms I wanted to take this time to 

thank all of our Year 7 students and their 

parents and carers for their hard work, sup-

port and dedication to education, the reason 

we are all here. 

 

Mr Matt Baker 

Head of Year 7 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 5 & 6  

 

Year 7  
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Year 8  Year 9 continued  

Half  Term Review!  

What a great start to Year 8! 

Fantastic netball this week, top attendance 
in the Academy and 3134 Achievement 
points so far! 

The feedback from staff is that year 8 are 
kind, engaged in learning and enthusiastic. 
Seeing the beautiful smart uniform you wear 
is a pleasure and the 'no fuss' approach to 
amending any issues is wonderful.  

Thank you for making me so proud yet 
again,  

 

Mrs Emily Chiverton 

Art Teacher/Head of Year 8 

 

Well done Year 9 on a very productive, ac-
tion packed and fulfilling first half term. As a 
year group your commitment and passion 
for learning always makes me feel very 
proud. We look forward to celebrating your 
academic accomplishments and whole 
school achievement at the upcoming prais-
ing stars rewards evening. Can I say a huge 
well done to the following students who 
have been nominated by their peers and 
tutors to be Year 9 student council repre-
sentatives. This is a significant accomplish-
ment, and I am sure you will undertake the 
role with a sense of pride and achievement. 

 

Javian Braganza and Skyla Riddle (9RH) 
Louise Wiggins and Maddison Stevens 
(9BT) Maddy Dennis and Erin Ingram 
(9HN) Mercedes Newberry and David 
Maishoni (9DT) Ellie May Shoemark and 
Brooklyn Kempton (9IM) Scarlett Wilkins 
and Ryan Wilson (9WK) Sammy Duch 
and Marianna Perriera Dos Santos (9RK) 
Freya Smallridge and David Konov 
(9ANB). 

 

At BCA we constantly promote the values of 
Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and 
having high expectations to be the best 
version of yourself every day promoting óthe 
BCA wayô and as a Year group you demon-
strate these values every single day. 

Year 9  

Can I take this opportunity to wish all the 
students, families, parents and carers at 
BCA a fantastic half term break and I look 
forward to welcoming you all back at BCA 
from week Commencing Monday 3rd No-
vember.  

Can I also take the opportunity to thank the 
amazing Year 9 tutor team and (AHOYs) 
for all their efforts and hard work over the 
last half term, both students and staff make 
BCA a truly wonderful place to work. Lead-
ing the Year 9 cohort is a fantastic honour 
and privilege, and I am absolutely thrilled 
with the brilliant progress that they are 
making both independently and collective-
ly. 

Mr Justin Mifsud  

Head of Year 

Congratulations on such a fantastic start 
into Year 10. You have started the year 
with positivity, a determination to succeed 
and a willingness to try new challenges.  

You have begun your option subjects and 
have returned after the summer break with 
developed maturity in your approach to 
these choices and core subjects. You are 
having to work harder than before; dedicat-
ing time and effort to learning new 
knowledge and pushing yourselves to de-
velop new skills. You are adapting well to 
these changes and showing resilience and 
perseverance.  

You are growing life skills, your social 
groups are changing and you are making 
decisions that will impact your future. I am 
so immensely proud of you, when I hear 
that you are superstars in your Art lessons, 
or you have wowed in your Drama pieces. 
You have been a credit to our year group 
when representing BCA at College, in the 
Engineering workshop and at supporting 
the Year 11 Welcome Evening. Thank you 
Year 10, for your huge efforts this half 
term. During the break I hope you can find 
some time to do something that you enjoy! 

Mrs Krysta Staboulis 

Head of Year 10 

Year 10 
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 Half Term Review!  

Year 11 

It has been fantastic to see how well our Year 11 students have settled back into Academy life 
since September. Their focus, maturity and commitment to their studies have been impressive.  

I would like to thank all parents and carers who attended our Welcome to Year 11 event ð your 
continued support makes a real difference. Students are now completing their home learning 
regularly, which remains an essential expectation as we move through this important year. Each 
student has also created a revision timetable, and the upcoming two-week half term is a perfect 
opportunity to put these plans into action. To support revision, students can access a range of 
PiXL apps for Maths, Times Tables, History, Geography and English. All other subjects can be 
revised using Seneca Learning, a free online resource that provides excellent materials.  

I wish all our students and families an enjoyable and productive two-week half term and remind 
everyone that on our return, we will be moving quickly into the PPE exams period. 

Mr Tom Price 

Head of Year 11 
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Year 4 running the 100m in to see how fast Jesse Owens was! 

Year 5 held a carnival 'Notting Hill' style complete with masks and dancing.  

Year 1 learnt all 

BCA Sports News Cƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΥ ōŎŀψǇŜ  

{9/hb5!w¸  

Cƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΥ ōŎŀψǇŜ 

SECONDARY EXTRA CURRICULAR  

Notices 

Please can we ask parents to label their PE uniform. We get a lot of kit left behind after lessons/

clubs and it is hard for it to be returned if there is no name in it. 

If you have any old trainers or football boots you no longer want, please donate them to the PE de-

partment for the spare kit cupboard. We will be incredibly grateful. 

Year 8 Football 11.09.25 

The year 8 Football team visited Haygrove school, which saw them take part in two fantastic 

games.  

Both teams from BCA dis-

played some superb attack-

ing play, utilising the wide 

channels and scoring some 

fantastic goals.  

With the game so early in 

the year, the boys had not 

had chance to have any 

training sessions.  

All the boys should be ex-

tremely proud and excited 

for the remaining games.   

 

Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  

Y 9,10/11 Gym 

(Girls Only)  

Y9/10/11 Netball (TW) 

Courts  

  

Y7/8 Netball. (JL) Courts   

  

Y7 Football (SL) 3G  

  

Y9/10 Dodgeball (Sports 

Hall) (RH)  

  

All years Badminton (TP) 

Sports Hall  

  

Y10 Football (SL) 3G  

  

Y 9,10/11 Gym (Boys Only)  

Y9 Football (JM) 3G  

  

Y10/11 CNAT Catch up 

(JL) DF3  

  

Y8 Football (RH) 3G  
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Year 1 learnt all 

BCA Sports News Cƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΥ ōŎŀψǇŜ  

Year 7 Football 23.09.25 

The Year 7 football team played their first fixture on 

Tuesday 23rd September at Blake against teams from 

Haygrove, King Alfred, Chilton and Blake. 

Every game was close and competitive and decided by 

the odd goal. 

Beat Blake and Haygrove each 1-0, with goals from 

Noah and Riley. 

Lost to Chilton and King Alfreds each 1-0 and drew 

with another Haygrove team 0-0. 

Squad ï Oliver D, Regan VH, Noah, James H, Cal-

lum C, Liam W, Alfie L and Riley S. 

 

Year 7 Football 24.09.25 

The other Year 7 team played their first fixture 

on Wednesday 24th September here at BCA 

against Chilton and Blake. 

We beat Chilton 3-1 with goals from Tobie (2) 

and an own goal and beat Blake 1-0 with a goal 

from Harley, after Tobie had hit the crossbar. 

Squad ï Austin A, Jake S, Logan M, Nate S, 

Noah K, Tobie H, Levi W, Regan VH and    

Harley S. 

Well played everyone! 

 

Year 9 Football 30.9.25 

A convincing 5-1 win in the end (probably 

should've been a lot more). Goals from: 

Adrians, Conor, Maz, Brook and Berat. 

Managed to get everyone on for at least 10 

minutes, too, which was no mean feat! Con-

ceded at 5-0, a clean sheet would've been 

the icing on the cake of a good all-round 

team performance. 

{9/hb5!w¸  
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Year 4 running the 100m in to see how fast Jesse Owens was! 

Year 5 held a carnival 'Notting Hill' style complete with masks and dancing.  

Year 1 learnt all 

BCA Sports News Cƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΥ ōŎŀψǇŜ  

{9/hb5!w¸  

Year 10 Netball 1.10.25 

Year 10 Netball team kicked off the Netball season with a tournament at Blake. Brilliant start with 2 

strong wins and a very competitive match which sadly ended with a lost. A lot to take from the tour-

nament, however a very positive start. 

BCA  11 - 0 Blake 

BCA 13 - 3 Chilton 

BCA 6 - 10 Haygrove 

The girls are showing off BCAôs new netball dresses. 

Well played girls.  

Year 9 Football - Somerset Cup 7.10.25 

BCA 1 (Sen) assist Lackajs 

The Blue School 1 (No8) 

Blue School 3 

BCA 2 on Pens 

Unfortunately the Year 9 football teams hopes of winning the Somerset Cup are on hold for anoth-

er year. 

An eventful and competitive contest between the teams was played in good spirits and filled with 

quality and endeavour. The Blue School started brightly and energetically and took the lead in the 

midpoint of the first half.  Cont. 
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Year 1 learnt all 

BCA Sports News Cƻƭƭƻǿ ƻƴ LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳΥ ōŎŀψǇŜ  

BCA rallied by demonstrating their trademark counterattack style of play and scored a well-

deserved equaliser through wing wizard Beret S. BCA went close to taking the lead on a number 

of occasions, but a combination of brave defending and missed chances the game ended 1-1. 

The boys lost 3-2 on penalties despite some brillant saves from Brennan C. 

We move on to the next fixture. 

 

Year 9 Netball 8.10.25 

 

Well done to the year 9 girls on their first Net-

ball fixture. They have made some brilliant 

progress since last year and put in a huge 

amount of effort into both matches. 

It is great to see all the playersô confidence 

growing and the team working brilliantly to-

gether. We are excited to see what the future 

holds for this team! 

 

BCA 10 ï 5 Chilton 

BCA 3 ï 5 Haygrove (Narrow loss) 

Fantastic effort! 

 

 
 

PARENT / COMMUNITY GOVERNOR. 
Join the BTC Trust and make a difference to education at Bridgwater College Academy. 

Are you passionate about education? Volunteer as a Parent or Community governor 

and help us to continue to advance education for our young people. 

Your voice and perspective can make a huge difference. 

We welcome you to visit our school, and gain an understanding of our culture and 

ethos, seeing first-hand where your skills and life experience can make an impact. 

No prior experience is required ï just the necessary skills, character and time to contrib-

ute. 

Interested? We would love to hear from you!  

Please contact us at recruitment@btc-trust.org or call 01278 618380 for more infor-

mation. 

Closing date for applications: 31
st
 October 2025. 
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DofE Teambuilding with the Army  
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