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Well done Little Owls on a fantastic term. It has been an
absolute joy to see your relationships building with your
peers now that you have settled into your Nursery envi-
ronment. We have really enjoyed watching your confi-
dence develop in your mathematical abilities as we
have been exploring patterns and subitising. It has been
very exciting preparing for Christmas with all of our fes-
tive activities. It was so great to see so many of your par-
ents at our Christmas craft Stay and Play getting fully in-
volved. We hope you continue to enjoy all of the Christ-
mas festivities during the Christmas break. Merry Christ-
mas.

We also visited the post box to post our letters to Santa
last week.

Miss Lucy Cornell, Nursery Manager

Christmas Holiday Monday 22nd Decembédtriday 2nd January
Inset Day Monday 5th January/Academy reopens on Tuesday 6th January 2026




Half Term Review!

EYFS

Well done to all of EYFS for a brilliant term!
Barn Owls, Hawk Owls and Snowy Owls have
worked incredibly hard, both in their learn-

ing and in getting into the festive spirit.

We are so proud of the children for deliver-
ing two fantastic Nativity performances.

Their resilience and enthusiasm shone
through as they learnt all the songs, lines
and performed with such confidence in

front of their grown -ups. Well done, Owls -
you were amazing!

This term, we have learnt about our local
area and the importance of Carnival in our
community.

A huge thank you to all parents and carers
who joined us for our Christmas Stay and
Play and mini 8Christmas Fair. We hope you
enjoyed it and we are truly grateful for your
generosity.

We have also had lots of fun with Christmas
baking and craft activities and we are very
excited for our upcoming trip to the Somer-
set Rural Life Museum to learn all about Vic-
torian Christmas traditions.

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a
wonderful break with family and friends.

Miss Ella Pittard
EYFS Phase Lead

KS1

What a busy term you have had! The staff in
KS1 and | have really enjoyed working with
you this term and are very proud of what
you have achieved. You have worked so
hard in lessons and are making great pro-
gress in your learning. Year 2 enjoyed the
trip to the Helicopter Museum and were
able to see some of their History knowledge
in action . They asked some great questions
to ask and behaved excellently.

KS1

We hope you enjoyed our Christmas perfor-
mances in the final week of term. The chil-
dren looked great in their costumes and
sounded fantastic. A huge well done to eve-
ryone for your hard work and enthusiasm.

The KS1 staff and | hope you have a fantas-
tic Christmas holiday. You deserve a relaxing
break with your friends and family and we
look forward to continuing our hard work in
the spring term.

Merry Christmas!
Miss Marie White

Assistant Head Early Reading and
Phonics/KS1 Lead

KS2

This term KS2 had 14 amazing readers who
had managed to reach the Pot of Gold on
their class Reading Rainbows!

They received a golden ticket invitation to

an afternoon treat which involved Christmas
craft, music, chocolate brownies, hot choc-
olate and marshmallows! Welldone. Spring
term will be a different treat ... watch this
space!

Miss Jess Sinnott, Primary English Lead




Half Term Review!

Years 3 & 4

| am incredibly proud of both Years 3 and 4
this term. You have shown outstanding dedi-
cation and enthusiasm in all areas of your
learning and it has been a joy to watch you
grow in confidence and creativity.

Year 3, you have especially impressed me
with the amazing structures you created fol-
lowing your visit to Exeter Cathedral. Your
attention to detail and excitement in bring-
ing your ideas to life was wonderful to see.

Year 4, you have also worked exceptionally
hard, producing beautiful and imaginative
book covers using your sewing skills. The
care and perseverance you put into each
stitch truly paid off.

Both year groups shone during their Christ-
mas Carol Services. Your performances were
thoughtful, heartfelt and a real celebration

of all festivities around this time of year.

Miss Jade Robson
Lower KS2 Phase Lead

Years 5 & 6

Year 5 have had a fantastic term filled with
exciting activities and experiences! They
showcased their culinary skills by making de-
licious Spanish Paella, explored creativity at
an inspiring Art exhibition about Earth and
ended the
| term with
= an unfor-
gettable
v M58 Space
- “| Evening,
= o where

gazing
and
space
themed
activities.

Years 5 & 6

Year 6 have had an incredible term packed

with memorable opportunities. They ex-

plored the wonders of the human body by

studying the circulatory system and how it

works. To deepen their understanding of

World War Il, they visited Bishops Lydeard

train stationforthe 6 Tr ai ns B aexki- i
bition, dressed as evacuees to experience

what it might have felt like to be dropped off

at the station.

In the spirit of
giving, they
also walked
to the local
foodbank
and donat-
ed an amaz-
ing 166kg of
food to help
families this
Christmas @

Well done

Year 5 and 6
d we are tre-
mendously proud as always.

Mi ss Katie Green

Upper Key Stage 2 Phase
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Half Term Review!

As the year comes to a close, we can
reflect upon the start of our wonderful
Year 7s start to Secondary life. Although
the start of the year has not been with-
out its challenges, the Year 7 students
have continuously demonstrated our
core BCA values especially showing
great resilience in the face of adversity.

Year 7s have shown a brilliant enthusi-
asm toward lessons and extra curricular
activity, with great successes in our
sports teams and some brilliant feed-
back from their teachers in their lessons.

DT: Year 7s have been cooking some
delicious meals ready to help cook
Christmas dinner to allow all the parents
and carers to put their feet up, one
hopes at least!

On top of this, some of them have
been working toward their lovely block-
bots ready to deliver as a late Xmas
present, again one hopes!

Year 7 have been consistent with their
attendance this year thus far, but as of
late we have seen a dip in attendance.
Upon return, we are hoping for a strong
finish to Year 7 and maintain that bril-
liant attendance. We are aiming for to
ensure the best outcomes for our chil-
dren.

With all this said, it is now time to relax
and recharge. Enjoy your holidays Year
7 and we look forward to welcoming
you back through our doors in January.

Mr Matt Baker
Head of Year 7

What an amazing term Year 8!

So wonderful to see some incredible
times for Cross Country, beautiful Pop
Art in the Art Department and the in-
credible performances in the Winter
Concert; not forgetting the support

back stage. None of this is possible with
out teamwork.

Seeing your daily accomplishments
make me so proud and incredibly
grateful to be the Head of Year 8.

Thank you!
Mrs Emily Chiverton
Art Teacher/ Head of

Congratulations Year 9 on a very pro-
ductive, action packed and fulfilling

half term. As a year group your com-
mitment, endeavour and passion for
learning always makes me feel very
proud. We look forward to celebrating
your academic accomplishments and
whole school achievement at the up-
coming Praising Stars Rewards Evening.
Can | say a huge well done to the fol-
lowing students who have been nomi-
nated by their peers and tutors to be Yr
9 Student Council Representatives. This
is a significant accomplishment, and |
am sure you will undertake the role with
a sense of pride and achievement.

Javian Braganza and Skyla Riddle
(9RH) Louise Wiggins and Maddison
Stevens (9BT) Maddy Dennis and Erin
Ingram (9HN) Mercedes Newberry and
David Maishoni (9DT) Ellie May Shoe-
mark and Brooklyn Kempton (91M)
Scarlett Wilkin and Ryan Wilson (9WK)
Sammy Duch and Marianna Perriera
Dos Santos (9RK) Freya Smallridge and
David Konov (9ANB).

In addition, Ryan Wilson and Scarlett
Wilkin have been nominated by their
peers to represent the Whole School
Council in conjunction with Year 7,
Year 8, YearlO and Year 11. Cont.
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Half Term Review!

Year 9 Continued

The Year 9 Football team are on the
brink of competing in the Sedgemoor
schools Under 14 Final & however it will
be a stern test against Haygrove in the
semi- final taking place on the last week
of term. | know the boys are looking for-
ward to the challenge. A special men-
tion for Oscar Harris 9WK (Capt) who has
combined his Football commitments
with some stand out performances in
Cross Country this term.
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A big thank you to  9HN for leading the
student focused Assembly this half term
promoting values of Responsibility and
Resilience. It is never easy speaking and
presenting to your peers and they per-
formed brilliantly.

Year 9 continued

At BCA we constantly promote the val-
ues of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience
and having high expectations to be the
best version of yourself every day pro-
moti hpedBCAandvasp Bear
group you demonstrate these values
every single day.

Can | take this opportunity to wish all the
students, families, parents, and carers at
BCA a fantastic end of term break and |
look forward to welcoming you all back

at BCA from Week Commencing Tues-
day 6th January. Can | also take the op-
portunity to thank the amazing Year 9
tutor team and (AHOYSs) for all their ef-
forts and hard work over the last half
term, both students and staff make BCA

a truly wonderful place to work. Leading
the Year 9s is a fantastic honour and priv-
ilege and lam absolutely thrilled with the
brilliant progress that they are making
both independently and collectively.

The term culminated in a lovely rewards
trip for the top 50 achievers in the Year
group as shown below. | wish you all a
Merry Christmas.

Mr Justin Mifsud - Head of Year
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Half Term Review!

As we come to the end of our first term
in Year 10, | wanted to reflect on some
of the highlights so far.

You are now a third of the way through
your time in Year 10 and it is great to
see many of you really focusing on your
academic progress and achievements.
You are beginning to recognise and
take responsibility for your own learning,
behaviour and showing resilience and
determination whilst experiencing the
pressure of deadlines and coursework
submissions.

| have had the pleasure of sitting in the
front row on both nights of the Winter
Concerts, witnessing many of you show-
case your talent, skill and passion for
Performing Arts - seeing such improve-
ment in your ability and experiencing
your energetic and confident perfor-
mances made me beam with pride.

As a year group, you have been driven
to improve your attendance and this
will be celebrated with many of you
gaining your streaks to attend the silent
disco celebration at the end of the
term. | have had the privilege of ac-
companying students from the year
group on two trips this half term; On
both of these trips | have been incredi-
bly proud of your conduct, politeness to
the public and your kindness towards
each other. | look forward to more re-
ward trips in the future to celebrate the
achievements points you have worked
to gain.

After Christmas you will experience your
first round of PPEs, these will help you
identify areas for improvement and also
provide opportunity to reflect on how
much you have accomplished through
hard work and perseverance. | would
like to take this opportunity to personal-
ly say a huge thank you to your tutors,
not only for delivering your sessions on
Personal Development, Careers and
worldviews, but also for the extra help
and encouragement they have offered

Year 10 Continued

from aiding in the arrangements for
work experience which will happen lat-
er on in the year to support with option
choices and monitoring the well being
of every student in their tutor group. |
would like to wish everyone in our Year
10 team, students and tutors a Merry
Christmas and look forward to returning
in the New Year for a successful 2026!

Mrs Krysta Staboulis
Head of Year 10

As we reach the end of a demanding
term, | wanted to acknowledge the

hard work Year 11 have put into com-
pleting their PPE mock examinations.
Their strong attendance at Lesson 6 re-
vision sessions has shown clear commit-
ment and will have helped them make
real progress.

This term also included several valuable
opportunities: students represented the
school well on the Germany trip, others
enjoyed a rewards visit to Cribbs
Causeway and many contributed con-
fidently to the Winter Concert. Our Year
11 Football team also delivered a solid
performance throughout the season
and won the local Futsal competition.
Overall, Year 11 approached the term
with determination and their efforts set
a clear standard for the months ahead.

Enjoy a well deserved rest of the Christ-
mas Holiday.

Mr Tom Price

Head of Year 11




Primary Writing Competition

Thank you to everyone that took part in our Primary writing competition! We raised lots of
money for the PTA and are pleased to announce the winning entries below.
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Jessica Sinnott - Year 4 Teacher/Primary English Lead

THE GREAT CHRISTMAS BAKE OFF RESULTS!

Firstly, thank you to the students and staff
who took part in The Great Christmas Bake
Offl We had some amazing bakes - so
good, nothing made it back out of the
kitchen!

The results are now in...

1st- Skye De'Vere - 2nd - Alfie Garwood
3rd - Alisa Tugova + Lydia Hackling/Rose
Spriggs - Staff - Lisa!




Sirshe Bar Mock Trial Competition

=T & On Saturday 15th November, 13 students
competed in the local heats of the Bar
7w~ Mock Trial Competition. This involved
_____ = students from year 10 and 11 going to
‘ Cardiff Crown Court to present multiple
cases in an actual court of law. Students
took on roles such as defence barrister,
prosecution barrister, clerk, witness etc.
Our students were up against students
who are in year 12/13.
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Out of the three cases, we won two and lost one. We even won one
round against Richard Huish College- who went on to win the overall
heat. The Head of Law at Richard Huish College was so impressed with
our students that we have been invited to attend the college for the day
to find out more about Law!

A huge thank you needs to go to Mr Wood who prepared our students
for this event.
Next year we are planning to reach nationals!




At the end of November, thirty  -three pioneering Year 11 Geographers embarked on the
very first foreign trip that BCA has run in many years!

Students applied for a place to experience the vibrant culture and festive markets of
Dusseldorf in Germany. It was a rather long journey by coach and sea to the hotel in the
city. Great fun was had exploring the Rheinturm & a tower where students travelled to

nearly 300m and enjoyed spectacular views of éga

was well received and the walk along the Rhine to the Christmas Markets was full of antic-
ipation.

Students enjoyed time exploring the five different markets which offered a vast array of
local produce, crafts and wonderful gifts. Some students even went ice skating! The staff
enjoyed a German sausage (bratwurst) and began feeling very festive (even Mr Wade!)

on the Christmas Cruise which was atwo  -hour boat trip featuring music and even a Ger-
man Father Christmas. The markets sparkled with magic in the early evening and most stu-
dents remained to soak up more of the atmosphere before returning to the hotel.

We are hoping that this has inspired Year 11 and other years to undertake travel opportu-
nities such as this and explore the big world out there. The buzz around school following
the trip and the new display board in Hinkley has certainly shown that students are keen

for more trips |Iike this so watch this spaceé.

Miss Amber Barton

Head of Geography




JAMIE'S

FARM

Polden Centre students have this half
term enjoyed a four - night residential

at Jamieds Farm, neark=ges

Students took part in farm activities in-
cluding feeding the animals, cleaning
out animal housing, cooking and coun-
try walks.

Miss Sarah Wharton - Head of Polden
Centre

Staff Advent Calendar in
Reverse

The Staff advent calendar was a great
| haul and delivered to the foodbank this
week to help the local community.

e o) The volunteers were very grateful of all
T\ A - the food, books, toys and toiletries.

Thank you to everyone who took the time
and trouble to donate, it really is a very
¥ | worth while life line for a lot of people,
especially at Christmas.

Mrs Katie Wilson

Poppy Sales
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) ) 2025 - 2028
Bridgwater College Academy wins pres-

tigious award for supporting students who
are young carers ﬂ'

Bridgwater College Academy has won a prestigious award for its work supporting young
carers with their education.

The Academy was presented with the Young Carers in Schools award at the end of No-
vember. Young carers are children under 18 who are responsible for the care of a family
member with who, due to illness, disability
cope without their support.

The award is part of the Young Carers in School programme run by charities The Chil-
drends Society and Carers Trust. The progr a
across England with step -by-step guidance for teachers, leaders and non -teaching staff
to gain the practical tools they need to help young carers.

Bridgwater College Academy won the award by demonstrating how it supports young
carers. This includes running homework clubs and drop -in sessions with a member of staff
responsible for this vulnerable group of pupils.

Research by Carers Trust shows 40% of young
bal ance education and caring. Separate rese
young carers get an average of one grade lower in GCSE subjects than their peers and

they often also have lower levels of self  -confidence and mental wellbeing.

Statutory guidance makes clear that all Academy staff should be particularly alert to the
potential need for early help for young carers. The Young Carers in School programme is
a way of helping schools address this.

Vicky Morgan, Carers Trustds Head of Young

OWedre delighted to present the Young Carer
Academy. Figures show there are two young carers in every classroom but balancing

learning with looking after family members can be tough without help. By identifying

young carers and putting support in place, schools and teachers can make a huge differ-

ence to their wellbeing and education. That
water College Academy is so vital and why t
Lisa Wi therden, Head of Nati onal Progr ammes

"Recent figures from the school census highlight that nearly 80% of schools reported they
had zero young carers in their pupil population. We know this simply isn't true and that
young carers are a hidden group of children and young people who need support to
achieve the same level of success as their peers at school. We're absolutely thrilled that
Bridgwater College Academy has achieved the Young Carers in Schools award, demon-
strating their commitment to identifying these hidden children and young people and en-
suring they get the vital support they need to thrive in education and in life beyond
school.”

The Young Carers in School programme is open to all schools in England. To sign up, visit
Www.youngcarersinschools.com
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Year 7 Netball 14.10.25

Year 7 students come together very last
minute to take part in an away fixture at
King Alfreds. The girls did well seeing they
spend the warm -up learning each others
names. This Year 7 team grew in confi-
dence as the tournament went on.

They started the tournament being ex-
tremely polite on court and worried to step

end they started to reach and snatch the
ball, demonstrating sheer determination to
succeed. A lot to take from this experi-
ence. Well played girls.

Year 8 Netball 5.11.25

BCA 14 ¢ 0 King Alfreds

BCA 7 0 0 Blake

BCA 5 81 Chilton

BCA 2 d 2 Haygrove (only played half a
match before it got too dark.)

Year 7 Netball 5.11.25

Great performance from the Year 7

team, playing in another tournament at
King Alfreds. Although missing some play-
ers, the girls are starting to come togeth-
er and grow in confidence.

BCA OV 9 HAY
Year 9 Futsal 611.11.25

BCA hosted a Year 9 Futsal tournament.
The schools attending were Haygrove,
Chilton, King Alfreds and BCA.

This was a great experience for the boys,
and they improved as they progressed
through the tournament. Lots of fun was
had by all.

BCA 2V 4 Hay

BCA 3 V KALFS
BCA2VS5CT

Well played boys.

Year 7 Football 612.11.25

Well played to the Year 7 football teams

on anyoned0s toes. HoweV ghoplajedBlaReirftifeir IEafu fixture.

The B team had an entertaining0 -0
draw. Both sides created lots of chances,
but unbelievably no goals were scored.

The A team had a close and well fought
game, but eventually finished 2 -0 win-
ners. Goals were scored by Noah Keen
and Blake Arthurs.

Well played all and we look forward to
our next home game versus Chilton.




