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BCA NEWS Friday 13th February 

2026 

Issue Title No. 3 – Spring Term 2026 

February Half Term:  - Monday 16th - Friday 20th February 

Academy reopens on Monday 23rd February 2026 (normal times) 

The Academy was delighted to hear that a Year 11 student, CJ, achieved a fan-

tastic place in the last 8 in a World Darts Competition and lost to the eventual   

winner!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CJ got through to the World Junior Winmau 

Masters finals day, held at Bradmoor Farm in 

Oxford, he played extremely well all day and made it all the way to the quarter 

finals (last 8 out 256 there that day) only losing to the overall winner,  Kaya Baysal 

(current World Champion).  He had lots of praise on his overall attitude to other 

players and the game. 

We are all so very proud of him and think he deserves the recognition.  

Mr Tom Price 

Head of Year 11 

Last 8 in a World Darts Competition  
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 Half  Term Review! 

 

Miss Ella Pittard and Mrs Kristina Tarrant 

EYFS Phase Leads 

This half term, I have been incredibly 

proud of the children in Key Stage 1. 

Despite changes to classes and time-

tables, they have shown enthusiasm, 

kindness, resilience and are growing 

confidence in all areas of their learn-

ing. 

Year 1 have loved exploring their key 

text Leaf and learning about the 

World’s continents in Geography. A 

highlight was their exciting ZooLab 

visit, where they enjoyed meeting a 

range of animals up close and dis-

covered lots of fascinating infor-

mation about them. 

Year 2 have thoroughly enjoyed their 

text Funny Bums, Freaky Beaks, which 

has led to lots of lively discussion and 

laughter.  

Cont. 

 

 

 

Congratulations EYFS , we are half 

way through your first year at school! 

Barn Owls, Hawk Owls and Snowy 

Owls have shown such progress with 

their learning.  We have enjoyed 

learning about the Arctic and cold 

parts of the World this term, this has 

really supported our understanding 

of the World around us.  

The students are spending the last 

week of this half term finding out 

about Chinese New Year and why 

the colour red is important to the fes-

tival.  

EYFS really enjoyed a visit from Sarah, 

from the dental team.  She talked to 

us about food and drinks to keep our 

teeth healthy and the best way to 

brush our teeth. Did you know, it's 

best not to put water on your tooth-

paste and toothbrush before you 

start brushing?   

The students are all enjoying Drawing 

Club.  Their resilience with their story 

telling, pencil grip and sound 

knowledge means that they have 

produced some work they should be 

proud of.  

Here are some great examples of 

our Drawing club work below: 

EYFS 

KS1 

EYFS 
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In Computing, they have impressed 

us by coding algorithms into the 

BeeBots and in Geography they 

have shown excellent understanding 

of the World’s five oceans. They 

should feel especially proud of their 

positive attitude as we began our 

Introduction to Multiplication unit in 

Maths. 

As we head into the half‑term break, 

I encourage all the children to rest, 

spend time with loved ones, enjoy 

the outdoors, read and play crea-

tively, so they return refreshed for an-

other exciting term of learning. 

Mr Michael Cole 

KS1 Phase Lead 

Thank you to all the children and 

adults in Years 3 and 4 for putting in 

amazing effort.  I am really proud of 

the progress you have made.  The 

students have continued to work 

hard, especially on improving their 

number sense after daily practice. 

In Year 3, you have worked hard on 

practical projects, including making 

pneumatic devices, which helped 

you understand how things work and 

develop your problem-solving skills. 

In Year 4, you took part in your An-

cient Greek Day, which helped you 

learn more about History in a fun and 

memorable way while staying fo-

cused and engaged in learning. 

 

Miss Jade Robson 

Lower KS2 Phase Lead 

 

 

 Half Term Review! 

Years 3 & 4 

Year 5 have had a brilliant term full of 

discovery and creativity. In Science, 

they have investigated forces by test-

ing air resistance and designing their 

own parachutes.  Many impressive 

flights were recorded!  

Their History learning took them on an 

exciting journey through the Viking 

era and the time of William the Con-

queror, exploring how these famous 

figures shaped Britain. In Art, they 

studied the fashion of South Africa, 

taking inspiration from its vibrant col-

ours and bold patterns to create their 

own stunning clothing designs.  

They approached every challenge 

with enthusiasm and were absolutely 

fantastic throughout the term! 

Year 6 have had an action‑packed 

term filled with curiosity, creativity 

and community focus. In Science, 

they explored the fascinating world 

of vacuums and put their learning in-

to action by 

designing and 

building their 

very own 

“super suck-

ers”!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 5 & 6 KS1 
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Year 7  

Half  Term Review! 

Meanwhile, their Geography field-

work led them to investigate the pro-

posed Hinkley Point park‑and‑ride 

site on the local park—a develop-

ment they felt strongly about. Using 

their findings, the children studied 

activist art and went on to create 

powerful pieces of their own, ex-

pressing their views about the im-

pact on the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Katie Green 

Upper KS2 Phase Lead 

 

 

 

I am incredibly proud of how the 

Year 7 cohort has stepped up this 

term, truly embodying our core val-

ues of Respect, Resilience, and Re-

sponsibility.  

It has been a joy to witness the re-

spect shown in the corridors and 

genuine kindness offered to staff 

and peers alike.  

When faced with the turbulence of 

having a new Head of Year your re-

silience has been remarkable.  

Your growing sense of responsibility 

from managing your own timetables 

to taking pride in your Academy 

uniform proves that you are matur-

ing into a fantastic group of young 

people.  

Keep setting this high standard Year 

7 and thank you for welcoming me 

to the Year 7 family! 

Mrs Kate Rosington 

Head of Year 7 and Transition and 

Trauma Informed Practioner 

Year 8! What a great start to 2026! 

So many wonderful reports from 

staff who tell me they love teaching 

you.  

Golden tickets, so many achieve-

ment points! 

Well done, keep up the great work. 

Mrs Emily Chiverton 

Head of Year 8 

Year 8 

Years 5 and 6 
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 Half Term Review! 

Year 9 continued Year 9 

Congratulations Year 9 on a very 

productive, action packed and ful-

filling half term. As a year group your 

commitment, work ethic and passion 

for learning always makes me feel 

very proud to be your Head or Year. 

We look forward to celebrating your 

academic accomplishments and 

whole Academy achievement at 

the upcoming praising stars rewards 

evening.  

Can I also say a huge well done to 

our Year 9 Student Council members 

who have been busy in recent 

weeks as they have spoken at 

length with both internal and exter-

nal staff about a variety of topics 

with maturity and confidence. This is 

a significant accomplishment and I 

am sure you will continue to under-

take the role with a sense of pride 

and achievement. 

On Thursday 12th February we held 

the Year 9 Options Evening for par-

ents. Both Mrs Jones and I presented 

to you the focus on GCSE pathways 

and subsequent subject choices. I 

recently wrote to you with a timeline 

of events over the coming weeks to 

support with that process. We were 

also extremely grateful to the Ca-

reer’s Adviser from the College, who 

was in attendance on the evening 

to answer your questions. 

A big thankyou to 9RH for leading 

the student focused Assembly this 

half term promoting values of Re-

sponsibility and Resilience through 

Internet Safety which is such a perti-

nent topic.  

It is never easy speaking and present-

ing to your peers and they performed 

brilliantly. 

At BCA we constantly promote the 

values of Respect, Responsibility, Re-

silience and having high expecta-

tions to be the best version of yourself 

every day promoting ‘the BCA way’ 

and as a Year group you demon-

strate these values every single day. 

Can I take this opportunity to wish all 

the students, families, parents and 

carers at BCA a fantastic end of term 

break and I look forward to welcom-

ing you all back at BCA from week 

commencing Monday 23rd February 

2026. Can I also take the opportunity 

to thank the amazing Year 9 tutor 

team and (AHOYs) for all their efforts 

and hard work over the last half term, 

both students and staff make BCA a 

truly wonderful place to work. Lead-

ing the Year 9 students is a fantastic 

honour and privilege and I am abso-

lutely thrilled with the brilliant progress 

that they are making both inde-

pendently and collectively. 

Mr Justin Mifsud  

Head of Year 9 

As we reach the halfway point of the 

academic year, it’s a great oppor-

tunity to reflect on everything you 

have achieved so far and to recog-

nise the positive way you have ap-

proached the beginning of this term.  

Cont. 
 

Year 10 
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Year 10 

 Half Term Review! 

One of the biggest highlights has 

been the mature and focused atti-

tude many of you showed during 

your PPEs. These assessments are an 

important step in preparing for your 

final exams and it has been encour-

aging to see the calm, responsible 

and determined way you ap-

proached them. Your conduct, 

preparation and resilience did not 

go unnoticed and you should feel 

proud of the effort you put in. 

 

It has also been fantastic to see so 

many of you representing the year 

group at Parents’ Evenings and be-

ing able to speak confidently with 

families and staff. The professional-

ism you demonstrated showed that 

you are developing skills to become 

excellent Ambassadors for both your 

year group and the Academy com-

munity.  This half term also brought 

some exciting opportunities outside 

the classroom. I had the pleasure of 

taking some Performing Arts students 

to Richard Huish College, where you 

represented the school brilliantly 

and watched a fantastic produc-

tion. Trips like these help you explore 

your future options and I am really 

looking forward to visiting junction 

24 where you will gain valuable in-

sight into post-16 pathways. 

 

As we move into the next part of the 

year, keep building on the strong 

start you have made. Stay focused, 

support each other and continue 

showing the maturity and positivity 

that have stood out this term. 

There is still plenty to look forward to. 

Well done on all your hard work so 

far; keep it up! 
Mrs Krysta Staboulis 

Head of Year 10 

 
  
 

Well done Year 11, you continue to 

make me extremely proud. I have 

been very impressed by the calm, 

focused, and mature approach you 

are taking during your PPE mock   

examinations, demonstrating real 

resilience and commitment at this 

important stage. Many of you have 

worked diligently to complete and 

submit coursework to your teachers, 

clearly meeting the high expecta-

tions set for you.  

We also have had some excellent 

achievements to celebrate: con-

gratulations to CJ for an outstanding 

8th place out of 256 in the Dart 

World Junior Winmau Masters Finals 

Day and well done to the Year 11 

Boys’ Football Team for reaching 

the quarterfinals of the Somerset 

Cup. I am sure there have been oth-

er successes and would love to hear 

about them.  

As a year group, you also showed 

responsibility and teamwork by rais-

ing funds for Prom through the bake 

sale; thank you to our parents for 

their generous support and delicious 

bakes.  

With most College applications now 

submitted and many of you having 

attended careers meetings, you 

should be proud of how well you 

are preparing for your next steps.  

Keep up the excellent work. 

Mr Tom Price 

Head of Year 11 
 

 

 

Year 11 
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Well done Little Owls, you have all been very resilient this term and coped well with 

the changes in the weather.  

You have all explored the garden whether it's rainy, 

windy or a dry day and have all got very muddy do-

ing so. You have all loved making food in the mud 

kitchen , digging in the mud with the diggers and 

looking for minibeasts in the garden.   

Inside, you have shown kindness towards each other 

in the role play corner, being doctors and helping 

your poorly friends or the poorly dolls. We have 

looked at people who help us this term and you 

have all loved telling us how your families help you at 

home. You all have your home learning sheets that 

we sent home, and we would love to see what logos 

you find with your grown ups during your time off of 

Nursery.  

Tessa Parker - Deputy Manager at Little Owls Nursery 

 

 Little Owls Nursery Update 

New dates are here for the Free Parent/
Carer Session Around Online Grooming 

& Exploitation, the sessions will be Led by 

Prevention officer Andri Nicolaou from 

the dedicated Child Exploitation Team in 

Avon and Somerset Police.   This session 

will enable parent/carers to learn how to 

keep the children in their care safe online 

and recognize the signs of grooming 

and exploitation. It will provide valuable 

insights and practical tips to help them 

navigate the digital world with their chil-

dren and young people.  
  
Avon and Somerset Police Events - 2 Up-
coming Activities and Tickets | Eventbrite 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polden Centre  

Students enjoyed a sports session with 

Nova Sports coaches this week. They 

enjoyed learning different tag games. 
 

Mrs Sarah Wharton - Head of Centre 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fo%2Favon-and-somerset-police-32664160707&e=990b08de&h=442f1b5b&f=y&p=y
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.co.uk%2Fo%2Favon-and-somerset-police-32664160707&e=990b08de&h=442f1b5b&f=y&p=y
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Baroness Barran Visits BCA!  

When I heard that a Baroness was going to be coming to our Academy, I was 

interested because their job has so much pressure as the whole country is count-

ing on everyone’s opinions in the House of Lords to make the correct decision. 

Baroness Diana Barran came to our Academy and spoke to us about what she 

has done in the House of Lords. She is the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 

for the school system and student finance, which means she has taken on the 

responsibility of schools, which includes deciding on uniforms, phones and other 

school rules.  

We spoke to her about the new phone policy in schools.  She said that it will help 

students relax and be away from social media. It will also improve our fixation on 

learning.  

We also spoke to her about how she ended up in the House of Lords, she said 

she got into the House of Lords because she got personally invited. I found this 

very cool that you don’t need to be in a family which were Lords/Baroness be-

fore you to become one. Before she became a Baroness, she was the founder of 

the domestic abuse charity, in this she focused on social action and charity sup-

port. She even helped with the Southside Family Project which try to help individ-

uals and families over the Bath and North East Somerset region with health pro-

viders, police, housing, education and the Council.  

I personally asked her what her opinions were on the ban on trail hunting, as a 

young girl who goes trail hunting, I do not see a problem with trail hunting. She 

said that if trail hunters stay on the laid trail there’s not problem with it. I was ex-

tremely happy with this reply as I think the ban is wrong and will do more harm 

than good. 

Lots of people asked about the problem in America with ICE and Nigel Farage 

talking about trying to make a UK version.  She said that the people in the House 

of Lords would never agree to that.  

I think overall, I found Baroness Barran to be an interesting person full of ideas to 

try to make the UK a more welcoming place for all.  

Report by Mallory Phillips, 10JL 
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Safeguarding news update for senior students 

This half term started with Year 10 students sitting their first round of PPE subjects.  All 

of you were a credit to yourselves and the Academy.  The vast majority of you 

conducted yourselves with our core values of Respect, Responsibility and Resili-

ence throughout the process and are getting ready for your results.  The next 

round of PPEs for year 11s will be upon us shortly and we hope that you will be able 

to meet these high standards set by Year 10s.  The Academy conducts two rounds 

of PPEs in each KS4 year group allowing our students to show what they have 

learnt, how you have improved and areas which still need attention.   

The process of preparing you for these exams teaches you valuable skills in organi-

sation and revision which will stand you in good stead for the GCSEs and further as 

young adults.  We understand that this process can be stressful for you and the 

changes to your routines, the pressures of the process and facing the unknown 

can feel overwhelming or daunting for you, and if you think you need some sup-

port with any of these things, please do reach out to your tutor to discuss what can 

be done to support.  One of the main reasons we conduct PPEs is to highlight 

things in the curriculum that might not be as secure as other areas, so we can 

adapt our teaching to address this.   

If more targeted support is needed we aim to provide this in the Academy, but 

there are lots of resources and activities that can be completed at home as well.  

Speak to your subject teachers to find out what you can be using and doing at 

home to help.   

BCA Safeguarding Team 
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Year 4 running the 100m in to see how fast Jesse Owens was! 

Year 5 held a carnival 'Notting Hill' style complete with masks and dancing.  

Year 1 learnt all 

BCA Sports News Follow on Instagram: bca_pe  

SECONDARY  

Year 11 County Cup Football  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After already progressing through 2 rounds, 

the Year 11Football Team played Writhling-

ton in the last 16 of the County Cup. In our 

usual 3-5-1-1 formation the boys started 

very well, they kept the ball well, looked 

structured without the ball and were caus-

ing the other team problems. We took the 

lead from a Malcom freekick and doubled 

our advantage after a Connor finish.  

Year 8 Football – 3.02.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 travelled to Blake for a game of 

Football. They demonstrated some solid  

performances and developed their passing  

 

Donnelle then produced 2 great 

saves before halftime. In the 2nd 

half we were hanging on at times, 

they hit the post a couple of times 

and Donnelle C. saved some more. 

Junior scored a free kick to secure 

the win! Men of the match were 

Donnelle C in goal and Donnell K up 

front. Quarter final to come! 

throughout the match. Lily.J scored 

a goal within the first 5 minutes of 

the game; however, Blake came 

back with hard and were a stronger 

team – BCA 1 – 3 Blake. 
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Year 1 learnt all 

BCA Sports News Follow on Instagram: bca_pe  
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DofE Teambuilding with the Army 
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