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Superb Performance at Highbridge Music Festival

Y

Well done Recorder Group for your amazing achievements at the Highbridge Music Festi-
val.

Competing in the group, solo and duet classes to quite a large audience was very impres-

sive and we are extremely  proud of you. The months of hard work showed in your profes-
sional performances and superb results!

Mrs Christina Coburn

Year 1 Teacher/Recorder Club Organiser

Easter Holiday: Friday 3rd- Friday 17th April
Academy reopens on Monday 20th April 2026 (normal times)
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What a wonderfully busy and enriching Spring 2 half term it has been across Pri-
mary! Our children have embraced every opportunity with fantastic enthusiasm.
From the excitement of World Book Day  to the curiosity sparked during Science
Week, it has been a N ' :
pleasure to see learn- )
ing come alive across
the school.

-

Our curriculum enrich-
ment offer continues to
go from strength to
strength. Alongside our
thriving Recorder Club,
Singing Club, and Musi-
cal Theatre, pupils X ’
have also enjoyed the s e e e S
energy and inspiration - °
of our Rocksteady As-
semblies. These musical
experiences have giv-
en children the chance
to explore perfor-
mance, rhythm and
confidence in a fun and accessible way. A huge well done to all pupils who
have taken part in enrichment opportunities this half term.

It was also wonderful to welcome so many parents and carers to our recent Par-
ents' Evenings. Your engagement and support play such an important role in our
pupil sf& success, and it was |l ovely to shar

| would like to extend my sincere thanks to the entire Primary team for their hard
work, dedication, and care throughout this half term. Their commitment to
providing the very best for our children is truly appreciated.

As a reminder, uniform expectations remain an important part of maintaining our
high standards. Miss Finch has spoken to pupils in assemblies this week about en-
suring they arrive in the correct uniform each day, and a uniform letter will be

sent home today with further details. Thank you in advance for your support in
upholding these expectations.

As we approach the break, | wish all our children, families, and staff a restful and
well Zleserved Easter holiday. Enjoy the time together, and we look forward to
welcoming everyone back for an exciting Summer Term.

Mrs Sarah Evans

Headteacher of Primary
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It is with great pleasure that | am
writing to you after half a term

of being the Interim Headteach-
er of Secondary at BCA. | have
been overwhelmed by the sup-
port and positivity of the com-
munity, parents, staff and stu-
dents and | have felt so wel-
comed by you all.

| am so proud to lead BCA sec-
ondary and be able to cele-
brate in this newsletter all the
wonderful things that happen
here across the primary and
secondary phases. Itis truly a
special place, and | am looking
forward to working with more of
you moving forward.

| want to thank all of you who
have so actively engaged in
conversations about your chil-
dren in meetings, I'n parentso

evening and by attending our events, like the Year 11 Exam Information evening.

We look forward to a great summer term where we get to celebrate your chil-

drends achievement at our Rewards Evening and
very much looking forward to Sports Day and Curriculum Enrichment Week which

includes our summer festival.

Finally, | know you will join me in wishing our year 11 all the best as they enter the
most important time in their educational career 0 their exams. We are already an-
ticipating the celebrations when they come in for their exam results in the summer.

Thank you again for the warm Somerset welcome | have received and | wish you
all a restful easter break.

Laura Campbell

Headteacher of Secondary



Half Term Review!

The children in Little Owls have been en-
joying the dry and warmer weather

while exploring their outside environ-
ment. They have been planting flowers
and vegetables and learning all about
what our seeds need to grow. They

have particularly enjoyed reading the
story 6Jack and the
not wait to see how tall our beans will
grow.

|ltds been great to s
are developing, their independence

skills, particularly as they are starting to

l ook at their
next term.

We look forward to continue develop-
ing these skills in the Summer term.

Mrs Lucy Cornell
Nursery Manager

EYFS

WOW Reception what another busy
term - we have achieved so much!

Firstly, we celebrated World Book Day
and were lucky enough to have an
Actor come into the Academy and

|l ead a workshop on 6Gol
Three Bearso6. We engage

rytelling and this helped us develop our
acting skills!

EYFS

We have also been exploring lifecycles,

and FarmLink visited us to lead a work-
shop on the different types of lifecycles.

We learnt the word 'metamorphosis’ - alt-
hough we found it a little tricky to say!

In the final week of term, we are cele-
brating British Science Week. We will be

B e a miigifiganto Kifosaarn Zhenedsdience ac-

tivities and the children are already very
excited to begin their investigations.
rqyghpu this termy we haye seqn a
rhuge amount of progress in your read-
ing; we are all so proud and shows how

transitio JeSRO%Sib'%ﬁ?H‘ o4 becaming. Jhank

you parents, for your continued support
with this. The children have also been
working hard on their writing and number
sense; demonstrating resilience as things
have got more challenging!

We wish you all a good Easter break with
your family and friends.

Miss Ella Pittard
EYFS Lead

KS1

Key Stage 1 have had another very busy
half Zerm, full of fun and exciting learning
opportunities. The children have shown

?ﬂea{t Oefsd&ran@e When tadkifig chal-
ended! lotd of énthusiQshn fofthef learn-
ing and growing confidence in every-
thing they do.

6Rocksteady®6 also visited us,

an exciting interactive assembly featur-
ing a live band. Some of the children
even had the chance to go up on
stage and try out the instruments. We
had a fantastic time and especially en-
joyed singing alongto' Golden' .

We consolidated our Topic learning on
'How can we care for our World?'
through a workshop delivered by

6Carymoord. The wor ksh
Recycl

O6Reduce, Reuse,

all thoroughly enjoyed being 'Eco Pi-
rates' and learning about how to look
after our environment.




Half Term Review!
KS1

And dondt forget to ke
ing over the holidays!

Mr Michael Cole
KS1 Phase Lead

Years 3 & 4

| am incredibly proud of both Year 3 and
Year 4 this term. There has been a real
sense of enthusiasm, creativity and pur-
poseful learning throughout our corridor,
and it has been a pleasure to see the
Year 1 have really enjoyed exploring children so engaged in their work.
their ke text 6The Secret Sk Gardend

. Y . Y%ar 3 have)()een working har(? on pro-
and learning all about Isambard King- _ _ i _

L . ducing their own stories, demonstrating

dom Brunel in History. One of the biggest _ fid _ inati q
highlights was their fantastic trip to the growing confidence, imagination an

SS Great Britain. The children loved the attention to detail in their writing. Along-
experience and they were brilliant role side this, they have also created some

models throughout the day. In Maths, truly impressive pieces of art. The collag-

Year 1 have been learning about addi- es, in particular, have been outstanding,
tion and subtraction within 10 8 an im- showcasing creativity, care and a strong

portant foundation for their future maths understanding of the techniques they
skills. have been learning.

Year 2 have had a wonderful time div- In Year 4, you have been exploring habi-

i n into 0Georgeds Maryv et?tﬁ mOSSlencel\?nd _?v%prorquged .
9 _ g some &xtallent Tact iles, demons?ratlng
In English, they have been reading and a strong understanding of the topic and
writing their own potion instructions, an ability to present information clearly
which they found great fun! and thoughtfully. It has been wonderful
to see your curiosity and engagement
Year 2 have also loved creating moving with the natural world.

pictures in DT and finding out what life
was like for children during Victorian

You have also continued to work hard
on developing your number sense in

times. | n Maths, they?o0V eMathératits. The grogress You have
hard on multiplication and division and made with your times tables is particular-
should feel very proud of how confi- ly impressive and it is fantastic to see your

dently theydve taken on g{OWi@gsc%’?ﬁdﬁngev\?nq?a%cwqcy
cepts when applying these skills.

With the weather starting to improve, we
hope everyone has a lovely Easter
break and enjoys plenty of fresh air and Lower KS2 Phase Lead
outdoor time (fingers crossed for sun-

shine!).

Miss Jade Robson




Half Term Review!

Years 5 and 6 Years 5 and 6

Year 5 had a fantastic term full of ﬂj{pylgl_g),{fgi]t\c
creativity and engineering. They had :
a fantastic day exploring the historic
ruins of Glastonbury Abbey. As they
wandered through the ancient site,
they learned more about its fascinat-
ing past and imagined what life
might have been like hundreds of
years ago.

Alongside

« their hard
work in the
classroom,
they en-
joyed an ex-
citing trip to
Hinkley
Point, where
they ex-
plored how
electricity is
generated
and had the

opportuni-
ty to see
the new
After an eventful day out, when they Hinkley
returned to school, they put their cre- Point C
ativity and DT skills to work by experi- construc-
menting with mechanisms such as tion site in
progress.

levers and pivots to design and make
their own moving Easter cards. Well
done Year 5!

Year 6 have impressed us all with their
tremendous effort and determination




Half Term Review!

Years 5 and 6

In Design and Technology, pupils
showed great creativity by adapting a
traditional Baklava recipe to develop
their own versions as part of their learn-
ing about Islamic culture and the cele-
bration of Eid. It has been a wonderfully
enriching term for Year 6!

Miss Katie Green

Upper KS2 Lead

Year 7

Our year 7 students have made a truly
impressive start to the year, settling into
secondary school life with enthusiasm
and maturity. It has been a pleasure to
see how quickly adapted to new rou-
tines, subjects and expectations.

A key focus this term has been our core
values: Responsibility, Respect and Resil-
ience-and our studentshave demon-
strated these in many ways.

Students are taking increased owner-
ship of their learning, from arriving pre-
pared and organised to completing
homework on time, Year 7 has shown a
growing sense of independence. Many
students are actively participating in les-
sons, showing curiosity and a willingness
to challenge themselves.

Respect remains at the heart of our
school community and Year 7 students
have embraced this fully. They have
shown kindness towards one another,
listened thoughtfully to their teachers,
and contributed positively to a calm

and supportive learning environment. It
has been especially encouraging to see
new friendships forming across the year
group and new students being support-
ed by their peers.

We are incredibly proud of how Year 7
have settled in and the positive attitude
they bring each day. We look forward
to seeing their continued growth and
success throughout the year.

Year 7 continued

Thank you for your ongoing support.
Mrs Kate Rosington

Head of Year 7 and Transition and
Trauma Informed Practioner

Year 8

Year 8 at Bridgwater College Academy have
demonstrated a fantastic standard of con-
duct throughout Terms 3 and 4 and they
should be incredibly proud of their efforts.
With a significant number of new students
joining the year group, they have shown ma-
turity, kindness and a strong sense of com-
munity, helping others to settle in and feel
welcome.

The number of golden tickets awarded dur-
ing this period is a real testament to the posi-
tive attitudes, hard work and respectful be-
haviour consistently displayed by so many
students. It has been particularly pleasing to
see how often Year 8 students go above and
beyond expectations, both in lessons and
around the Academy.

Staff across the Academy have shared over-
whelmingly positive feedback about Year 8,
highlighting their improved focus, engage-
ment and willingness to contribute positively
to the learning environment. This collective
effort has made a noticeable difference and
created a calm, purposeful atmosphere.

We are very much looking forward to build-
ing on this momentum in Terms 5 and 6. With
continued commitment and positivity, Year 8
are well positioned to finish the academic
year strongly and continue to grow as a year

group.
Mrs Emily Chiverton

Head of Year 8




Half Term Review!
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Congratulations Year 9 on a very productive, action packed and fulfilling term. As a year
group your commitment, work ethic and passion for learning always makes me feel very
proud to be your Head or Year.

Can | also say a huge well done to our Year 9 Student Council members who have been
busy in recent weeks as they have spoken at length with both internal and external staff
about a variety of topics with maturity and confidence. This is a significant accomplish-
ment and | am sure you will continue to undertake the role with a sense of pride and
achievement.

| just wanted to thank Parents/Guardians/Carers for attending the recent Year 9 Options
Evening and Parents Evening. It was a pleasure to see so many of you there - Mrs Jones
and | are currently focusing on GCSE pathways and subsequent subject choices for stu-

dents and will update you as and when we can. | recently wrote to you with a timeline of

events over the coming weeks to support with that process.

At BCA we constantly promote the values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and hav-
ing high expectatons t o be the best version of ytheBCA el f
w a yaid as a Year group you demonstrate these values every single day.

Can | take this opportunity to wish all the students, families, parents and carers at BCA a
fantastic end of term break and | look forward to welcoming you all back at BCA from
Week Commencing Monday 20 * April 2026 .




Year 9 Continued
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Can | also take the opportunity to thank the amazing Year 9 tutor team and (AHOYSs) for
all their efforts and hard work over the last term. Both students and staff make BCA a truly
wonderful place to work. Leading the Year 9s is a fantastic honour and privilege, and | am
absolutely thrilled with the brilliant progress that they are making both independently and

Year 10

Bridgwater College Academy. These ex-
periences are an excellent way to ex-
plore interests, ask questions and begin
making informed decisions about future
pathways.

Mr Justin Mifsud
Head of Year 9

As we reach the end of the spring term,

it is a great opportunity for you as Year
10 students to reflect on the progress you
have made so far this year. This term |
have seen many of you demonstrating
increased maturity, focus and responsi-
bility needed for you to be successful in
year 11.

In addition to our careers sessions, you
have organised your own work experi-
ence placements; making phone calls
and emails to potential companies.
These opportunities are design to build
confidence and help you to connect

Looking ahead, the summer term offers your current studies to future plans.

a range of exciting opportunities to fur-

ther develop your understanding of ca- As you prepare to enter Year 11, we wil

reers and post -16 options. We are en-
couraging you to take part in College
taster days, which provide valuable in-
sight into different courses, learning envi-
ronments and expectations beyond

also be introducing the Year 11 Ambas-
sador Programme. This is a fantastic op-
portunity for you to take on leadership
roles within the Academy community.
Cont.




Ambassadors will represent the Acade-
my at events such as open evenings,
support younger students and act as role
models for the wider student body. Par-
ticipation in this programme will not only
develops key skills such as communica-
tion, teamwork and leadership but will
also enhance your future job or educa-
tion applications.

| am proud of the progress you have
made this term and | look forward to
supporting you as they take your next
important steps toward your future and
transition to Year 11.

Mrs Krysta Staboulis
Head of Year 10

At Bridgwater College Academy, our
Year 11 students have continued to

show maturity and determination as they
prepare for the start of their GCSE exami-
nations on 8th May.

Following their February PPE mock exam-
inations, reportshave now been shared
with families, giving students clear guid-
ance on their strengths and next steps as
they move into the final stage of prepa-
ration. Many students studying practical
subjects are either actively preparing for
their assessed work or have already suc-
cessfully completed practical examina-
tions, which is a significant milestone.

Over the next two weeks, students have
an important opportunity to build their
energy reserves, focus revision on weak-
er subject areas and establish positive
routines that will support them through
the busy exam period ahead.

We are proud of the resilience and com-
mitment they are showing and we en-
courage them to use this time wisely and
confidently as they approach the

months ahead.

Cont.

Looking beyond the examination period,
students also have the Year 11 Prom on
9th July to look forward to and Mr

Price will be sending further information
to families shortly.

Mr Tom Price
Head of Year 11

Great fun was had by all in the Primary
phase on World Book Day 2026!

Over the week, all children took part in a
West End Theatre workshop run by real
actors. On Thursday, they took the op-
portunity to dress as our favourite char-
acters and class teachers planned an
exciting day of activities based around
different fairy tales. Students swapped
their book vouchers for a book to take
home. In addition, the PTA ran a compe-
tition to decorate a paper plate with a
favourite character or setting and we
raised over £140. A tremendous booky
week!

Miss Jessica Sinnott, Primary English
Lead




WORLD BOOK DAY CELEBRATIONS AT BCA

Bridgwater College Academy enjoyed a fantastic World Book Day this year, packed with
activities designed to inspire a love of reading across the Academy community. The Li-
brary launched a successful Book Swap, giving students the chance to exchange

well Zoved stories for something new to take home and enjoy. It was wonderful to see so
many pupils browsing the selection and discussing their favourite reads with friends.

As part of our DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) day, students explored the opening
chapters of five different books, helping them discover new genres and authors they
might not have tried before. The buzz around the Academy as classes shared first impres-
sions and chose their favourites was a real highlight of the day.

To add to the excitement, staff and students embraced the spirit of World Book Day by dressing up
as beloved book characters. The creativity and enthusiasm on display brought stories to life and
filled the corridors with colour and imagination. The Best Dressed Department going to English!
Alongisde the Best Dressed Individuals being Mr Wood, Mrs Pink  -Jennings and Mrs Jones/ Mrs
Howarth -Greenwood as a double act!

It was a joyful celebration of reading and we look forward to building on this enthusiasm through-
out the year. Mrs Rhiannon Howarth -Greenwood - Assistant Headteacher
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Year 7 Students Take On NinjaWarrior Challenge

T T
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FortyZour Year 7 students from BCA spent the day putting their agility and teamwork to
the test at the Ninja Warrior adventure park in Cribbs Causeway.

The group tackled obstacle courses, climbing challenges and balance tests fi made even
more entertaining by their brand  Zew grip socks.

After an energetic morning, the students refuelled with a generous lunch that proved al-
most too big to conquer.

Staff praised the pupils for their enthusiasm, excellent behaviour and the way they repre-
sented the Academy throughout the trip, describing them as a real credit to BCA.

Mrs Kate Rosington

Head of Year 7 and Transition and Trauma Informed Practioner

Year 8 and Year 9 Reward Trip to Ninja Warrior will take

place on 30th April 2026




Library News

A big thankyou to all of you who came along to our Book Swap on World Book Day. It was
wonderful to see so many of you taking part and the event was even more popular than
we expected. There was fun and excitement and your enthusiasm for books made it a
real highlight for us.

Wedre pleased to share that the Library has added
age books including exciting titles linked to Minecraft, Roblox, Five night at Freddies and
Stranger Things, to name a few. Alongside these, our shelves are full of inspiring and fun
book collections for every reading level. We have a wide choice of books, picture books
and graphic novels covering all genres and interests.

As we head into the Easter Holidays weo6d Iike|]to
for any overdue library books and return them after the break. Thank you.

We would like to wish all our pupils and families a very Happy Easter.

Mrs Mandi Bartlett
Miss Jude Kendall
BCA Librarians

Vaccinations at BCA
On
21st and 22nd April 2026

Protecting against Meningococcal ACWY (MenACWY) and Diphtheria, Tetanus &
Polio (DTP) for all children in school Year 9

For more information and to register,  please click here



https://www.bridgwatercollegeacademy.org/docs/Letters/Letters_Home_Year_9/Bridgwater_College_Academy_Year_9_Men_ACWYDTP_Letter___Code.pdf

PERFORMING ARTS

SPRING TE‘RM

A very happy sping term to all of our wonderful BCA
families.

As always the Performing Arts department have
been busy bees with new projects, trips and lessons
for all of our wonderful students. We hope you enjoy
having a look through some of our recent updates!




IGNITE DANCE TEAM SUCCESS!

Students from the school’s talented Ignite Dance team have
returned from an unforgettable residential trip to West
Sussex, where dedication, creativity and teamwork were on
full display.

After months of hard work since September, the group
travelled to take part in the county-wide event Dance House,
held at the renowned Worthing Pavilion Theatre. Performing
alongside more than 30 schools, the students showcased a
routine they had tirelessly crafted, earning praise for their
commitment and artistry.

The residential befgan with a journey to Sussex, followed by
an action-packed first day in the great outdoors. Students
took part in sailing sessions run by the Young Healms charity,
which proved to be a highlight of the trip. The experience
was described as a huge success, with students embracing
thetchallenge and thoroughly enjoying their time on the
water.

The day continued with an outdoor climbing wall and a tower-
building challenge, encouraging teamwork and resilience. In
the evening, the group came together for a ‘family’ meal
before winding down with a campfire and s'mores, creating
lasting memories beyond the dance floor.

Day two saw the team step into the spotlight. After
completing their rehearsal slot at the theatre, students
returned later that evening for their final performance. Their
hard work paid off, delivering a polished and powerful routine
that impressed both peers and staff.
Mr Lock and Miss Soby praised the group, describing the
students as “superstars” and expressing how blown away
g)eyl were by the level of talent and professionalism on

isplay.

On the final day, students further developed their skills
through a contemporary workshop led by Emma Evans,
focusing on breath control and expressive movement.

The trip concluded with a visit to the iconic Mayflower
Theatre, where students participated in a workshop with a
resident choreographer. In an exciting bonus, the group were
able to observe a rehearsal for the touring production of The
Red Shoes, gaining a valuable insight into the world of
professional dance.

Beyond their performance achievements, Ignite Dance
students were commended by members of the public for their
kindness, politeness and courteous behaviour throughout the
trip. They proved themselves to be exceptional ambassadors
and role models for the school community.

A truly inspiring experience for all involved—well done, Ignite
Dance Team!
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